
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

               September, Ahhh….   

 
For those that welcome the cooler days and nights, 
yet want to hang on to the last of summer, September 
is the month for you.  Not as intense as July and 
August, and almost mellow, - September for me 
seems to be the month to slow down, relax, and enjoy   
the garden in the last of its glory.  There’s not as 
much work, and certainly not as much watering, and 
while the grass may still be brown and dry, we know 
it won’t be long until it is once again turns green. 
To celebrate September, I found some quotes you 
may enjoy. 

 
"The breezes taste  

Of apple peel.  
The air is full  

Of smells to feel-  
Ripe fruit, old footballs,  

Burning brush,  
New books, erasers,  

Chalk, and such.  
The bee, his hive,  

Well-honeyed hum,  
And Mother cuts  
Chrysanthemums.  

Like plates washed clean		
With	suds,	the	days		
Are	polished	with		
A morning haze."  

-  John Updike, September            

"Departing summer hath assumed  
An aspect tenderly illumed,  
The gentlest look of spring;  

That calls from yonder leafy shade  
Unfaded, yet prepared to fade,  

A timely carolling."  
-  William Wordsworth, September 

'Tis the last rose of summer,  
Left blooming alone;  

All her lovely companions  
Are faded and gone."  

-  Thomas Moore, The Last Rose of Summer, 1830 
 

                 
             

If you have anything to share, - stories or pictures, 
that you think our BRAGS members might enjoy, 
please send them on!  We’d love to see them! 

Send to Cheryl Fiddis @ ecfiddis@telus.net 
 

              BRAGS Picnic Recap! 
  By Keith Harris 

I write to acknowledge, and to thank, the 25 
BRAGS members, along with friends, for their 
attendance at the BRAGS Annual Picnic, held in my 
garden on Sunday, July 30.  It was a gloriously sunny 
day, which, under different circumstances, with 
consideration given to the excessive heat that 
prevailed through the week, might have been spent in 
the cool of a swimming pool, or in an air-conditioned 
home.   
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Burnaby Rhododendron and Gardens Society 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING – June 7, 2017 

Discovery Room, Burnaby Village Museum 
	
	
	 1.Welcome	and	call	meeting	to	order	at	7:05	pm.			
	
2.	Adoption	of	May	3,	2017	Meeting		
Motion	to	adopt	the	minutes	was	made	by	Cheryl	
Fiddis;	seconded	by	Keith	Harris.		All	were	in	
favor.		Reminder:		meeting	minutes	are	posted	on	
the	BRAGS’	website	and	are	updated	by	David	
Forsyth.	
	
3.	Outstanding	Business	from	the	Minutes	–	
Wendy	Thompson	
BRAGS	Picnic	–	Following	discussion,	all	agreed	
to	have	the	picnic	on	Sunday,	July	30	at	1:00	at	
Keith	Harris’	home.		Reminder	that	this	is	pot	luck.			
	

4.	Treasurer’s	Report	–	Susan	Brandl	
Susan	provided	the	following	financial	report	for	
May	1	-	31,	2017:		
Total	revenue	=	$2,833.27;	expenses	=	$333.97;	
revenue	over	expenses	=	($2,499.30).		Bank	
balance	as	of		
May	31	=	$	9,893.69.		The	revenue	from	the	Silent	
Auction	and	the	plant	sale	was	provided	by	Susan.		
Motion	to	accept	the	above	report	was	made	by	
Susan;	Bev	Glover	seconded.		All	were	in	favor.	
	

5.	Standing	Committee	Reports	

a)		Rhodo	Festival	&	Plant	Sale	(Sunday,	May	7)	–	
Bev	Glover	and	Wendy	Thompson	
Bev	and	Verna	(absent	for	this	meeting)	thanked	
all	of	the	BRAGS	volunteers	and	reported	that	the	
sales	were	very	successful!		BRAGS	provided	two	
speakers	paid	for	by	the	City	of	Burnaby.		
Unfortunately	there	was	an	error	in	a	publication	
stating	incorrect	times	for	the	speakers.		Verna	
and	Bev	met	with	Ms.	Jack	to	discuss	questions,	
complaints	and	resolutions.	The	resolution	with	
the	City	regarding	questions/concerns	from	
BRAGS	members	for	next	year	is	that	all	
questions/concerns	should	be	brought	to	the	
attention	of	BRAGS	Rhodofest	Committee	
members	who	will	speak	to	City	staff	as	
appropriate.		(Background	–	this	is	about	lines	of	
communication,	as	well	as	information	travelling	
efficiently	to	correct	City	staff	members).	(e.g.	
tablecloths)	 

b)		Welcome/Attendance	–	Janet	Hayes	

Anne	reported	that	there	were	22	members	and	2	
guests.			
c)		Memberships	-	Anne	Forsyth	

All	active	memberships	have	been	renewed	for	
2017. 
d)		Speakers/Program	–	Beth	MacLaren	

Beth	 reported	 that	 the	 tour	 of	 the	 Free	 Spirit	
Nursery	and	Select	Roses	on	May	20th	went	well,	10	
people	 attended	 and	 the	 weather	 was	 great.	 	 On	
June	 24	 the	 Shade	 Garden	 is	 touring	 Erickson’s	
Garden.	 	 Beth	 is	 researching	 the	 upcoming	 wine	
tour	 –	 possibly	 3	 wineries	 and	 2	 other	 stops	
(Langley	 Farms	 and	 ?).	 	 Proposed	 date	 is	
Wednesday,	September	27	or	Saturday,	September	
30.	 	 Possible	 cost	 is	 $89.00	 per	 person.	 	 Further	
details	to	follow.			
 
6.  Correspondence – Wendy Thompson  
Nil. 
 
7. New/Other Business – Wendy Thompson 
Nil.	
	
Meeting	 adjourned	 at	 7:20	 and	 refreshments	
followed.	 	 Deborah	 Jones	 presented	 “Rain	
Gardens”.			


