
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

               Welcome October!   
         So, what does October mean to you?   
For most of us, it is finally the end to summer, with 
leaves falling and waiting to be raked, and gardens to 
be put to bed.  Thanksgiving, with turkey and 
pumpkin pie, chestnuts falling, shorter days and 
cooler temperatures, dewy mornings and foggy 
evenings.  After our hot, dry summer, the rains that 
come with October will be welcome to replenish the 
gardens, restore the lawns, and fill up the reservoirs.  
Of course, we can never be sure what weather is 
around the corner, and after our last winter, we hope 
that Mother Nature will be kinder to us this winter.  

    
   My sorrow, when she's here with me, thinks these 
dark days of autumn rain are beautiful as days can be; 
she loves the bare, the withered tree; she walks the 
sodden pasture lane. 

Robert Frost 

A wind has blown the rain away and blown the 
sky away and all the leaves away, and the trees 
stand. I think, I too, have known autumn too 
long. 

E.E. Cummings 

Every leaf speaks bliss to me, fluttering from 
the autumn tree. 

Emily Bronte 

 “Good Soil is Essential  
For a Successful Garden.” 

                        By Keith Harris 
 

Building Organic Matter.   Most home garden 
soils aren’t naturally rich in organic matter.  To 
maintain a healthy garden soil, rich in organic matter, 
you need to keep adding organic material to it every 
year, because the healthy crops you grow will keep 
consuming it.  There are several simple ways to supply 
your soil with organic material.  You can easily convert 
your kitchen waste material, and all of the waste organic 
material from your garden, into compost by building an 
appropriate compost bin, and methodically adding your 
material to it.  They amend sandy soils by binding the 
sand granules together. They amend clay soils by 
breaking down the clay.  Organic materials are water 
retentive, therefore requiring less watering.   

Alternatively, you can grow cover crops on the 
unused parts of your garden, during the winter months, 
and dig the material in early spring.  Or, during the 
spring and summer months you can use organic 
materials as mulches in your beds. 

How Much and How Often?  How much 
organic material do your need to add to your soil each 
year?  That depends on where you live and the type of 
soil you have in your garden.  As a general rule, sandy 
soil is lower in organic material than a loam soil, and 
organic material breaks down faster in hot and humid 
climates than it does in cold and dry climates.  It’s 
important to know the temperature zone in your part of 
the country.  The climatic zones across B.C. are 
basically described as Peach River area – zone 2 ... the 
Prince George area – zone 3 ... the Okanagan area - zone 
4/5 and the Prince Rupert area – zone 6.  Climatic 
conditions in Greater Vancouver are generally 
described as zones 7 and 8. 
For gardens in temperate zones, a rule of thumb is to 
add a ½ to 1-inch of compost for each 4-months of 
growing season.  Gardeners in the more humid 
sections of the country within these zones will need to 
add two or more times as much compost to their soil, 
in the same 4-month growing season. 
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1.Welcome and call meeting to order at 7:05 pm.   
 
2. Adoption of June 7, 2017 Meeting  
Motion to adopt the minutes was made by Cheryl 
Fiddis; seconded by Bev Glover.  All were in favor.  
Reminder:  meeting minutes are posted on the 
BRAGS’ website and are updated by David Forsyth. 
 
3. Outstanding Business from the Minutes – 
Wendy Thompson 
a)  Wine Tour (Saturday, September 23) – Beth 
MacLaren 
Beth reported that the original itinerary has been 
revised.  Chaberton Winery has been replaced with 
the Glass House.  Those attending will meet at Scott 
Road Skytrain at 10:30 and the tour will end 
approximately at 4:30.  Beth will email the finalized 
itinerary to all members attending.   
 
4. Treasurer’s Report – Susan Brandl 
Susan provided the following financial report for 
June 1 - August 31, 2017:  
Total revenue = $111.51; expenses = $261.76; 
revenue over expenses = ($150.25).  Bank balance as 
of  August 31 = $ 9,743.44.  Susan indicated that 
Brian Minter has now been paid. Motion to accept 
the above report was made by Susan; Keith Harris 
seconded.  All were in favor.k 
Members should forward to Wendy any suggestions 
for where BRAGS' funds can be donated to.  In the 
past Wildlife Rescue and the Butterfly Garden 
received donations.   
 

5. Standing Committee Reports 
a)  Rhodo Festival & Plant Sale – Wendy 
Thompson 
No report. 
b)  Welcome/Attendance – Anne Forsyth 
Anne reported that there were 23 members and 1 new 
member. 
c)  Memberships - Anne Forsyth 
38 members have renewed for 2017. 
d)  Speakers/Program – Beth MacLaren 
Beth reported that the following speakers have been 
confirmed: 
October 4 - Susan Watson - "Winter Gardening" 
November 1 - Peter Brolese - "Bonsai" 
January 3 - Mayumi Ichino  - "Ikebana Japanese 
Flower Arranging" 
February 7 - Nicholas Funke - "Bartlett Tree Service" 
 
6.  Correspondence – Wendy Thompson  
Nil. 
 
7. New/Other Business – Wendy Thompson 
Rosemarie Daviduk stated that this 
Saturday,September 9th the South Burnaby Garden 
Club is having their annual Fall Fair at Bonsar 
Community Centre.  Exhibits will be displayed and 
prizes presented.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:22 and refreshments followed.  
Various members of BRAGS presented on "My 
Summer Garden".	


