
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

       November 

 

    
  -Tyne Cot Cemetery, Passchendaele 
For most of us, November is the start of winter, - 
shorter, darker days, and months of dreary weather 
ahead.  But November means much more than that. 
Recently, I travelled to France & Belgium, on The 
Great Canadian War Memorial Tour.  Heartbreaking 
at times, the many cemeteries and memorials I 
visited, beautiful in their simplicity, were a stark 
reminder of what Remembrance Day means.  I hope 
you can remember what November means on 
November 11th, and attend one of the many local 
ceremonies.  Be sure to wear your Poppy with pride!
     ~ Cheryl 

 
 
Materials for your Compost pile 
     By Keith Harris 
The highest quality compost is made with a mix of 
dry, brown material and fresh green material; for 
example, dry leaves mixed with freshly pulled green 
weeds with all of your kitchen waste materials also 
saved and added to the pile.  The best plan is to 

collect enough browns and greens at the one time to 
build a pile.  Here are some helpful hints for 
stockpiling materials. 
If you are successful in encouraging your neighbours 
to provide materials for your compost pile, you can 
stockpile these to allow you to place them into your 
pile in layers of 4 to 6-inches, rather than dumping 
large quantities of donated materials into the pile all 
at the one time. 
Leaves.  Capture your fall leaves - and solicit your 
neighbours help for the leaves on their property –for 
use in your pile during the next season.  Set up a ‘leaf 
corral’ near your compost pile using some chicken 
wire around posts in the ground, or tie together 
donated wooden pallets from a building supply store.  
Dump your leaves in the enclosure and cover them 
with a tarp to keep them dry through the winter 
months.  I always bag leaves neighbours donate to 
my cause in ordinary garbage bags, which I stack 
near my compost bins, ready for use through the 
following year. 
Grass clippings.  These clippings, if stored for more 
than a few of days after cutting, will turn into a 
mouldy, matted and smelly mass.  If possible, don’t 
add this mouldy mess into your compost bin.  It will 
be too heavy to mix easily with your other materials.  
Instead, spread the mass out over a spare bed in the 
garden, or onto a patch of open concrete, and let the 
sun dry the material for you before you use it.  To 
offset fresh grass clippings from matting, mix your 
dry leaves with the grass at your earliest opportunity.  
This mix may begin to compost before you add it to 
your pile [it will be quite hot to the touch] but at least 
it will not finish up matted and smelly. 
Kitchen waste.  Most households do not generate 
enough kitchen waste each week for an adequate 
amount to layer onto the compost bin.  If you have 
cooperative neighbours, ask them to collect their 
kitchen waste for you, in the bucket you provide.  If 
you have a cooperative green grocer near you, ask 
them to collect the vegetables and fruits they are 
throwing out.  Coffee grounds and tea leaves are 
excellent materials to add to your compost pile, in 
any quantity.  You will find that your local 
‘Starbucks’ will be a willing source for your coffee 
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1.Welcome and call meeting to order at 7:08 pm.   
 
2. Adoption of September 6, 2017 Meeting  
Motion to adopt the minutes was made by Cheryl 
Fiddis; seconded by John Crawford.  All were in 
favor.  Reminder:  meeting minutes are posted on the 
BRAGS’ website and are updated by David Forsyth. 
 
3. Outstanding Business from the Minutes – 
Wendy Thompson 
a)  Donations to be made:  Wendy requested if 
anyone had suggestions.  In the past BRAGS has 
donated to the Butterfly Garden at Burnaby Lake and 
the Wildlife Rescue.  Please forward any additional 
recommendations to Wendy and this item will be 
voted on at November's meeting.   
 
b)  Wine Tour (Saturday, September 23) – Beth 
MacLaren 
All the members that attended this event thanked 
Beth for her organization.  Ten people attended - 
some members from the Shade Garden club and 
BRAGS and everyone thoroughly enjoyed the tours 
and the accompanying tour guide.   
 
4. Treasurer’s Report – Susan Brandl 
Susan provided the following financial report for 
September 2017:  
Total revenue = $.80; expenses = $0; revenue over 
expenses = ($.80).  Bank balance as of  September 30 
= $ 9,744.24.  Motion to accept the above report was 
made by Susan; Keith Harris seconded.  All were in 
favor. 
 
5. Standing Committee Reports 
a)  Rhodo Festival & Plant Sale – Wendy 
Thompson 
No report. 
b)  Welcome/Attendance – Janet Hayes 
Janet reported that there were 19 members. 
c)  Memberships - Anne Forsyth 
38 members have renewed for 2017. 
d)  Speakers/Program – Beth MacLaren 
Beth reported that the following speakers have been 
confirmed: 
November 1 - Peter Brolese - "Bonsai" 
January 3 - Mayumi Ichino  - "Ikebana Japanese 
Flower Arranging" 
February 7 - Nicholas Funke - "Bartlett Tree Service" 

6.  Correspondence – Wendy Thompson  
Nil. 
 
7. New/Other Business – Wendy Thompson 
a)  Transfer to New Society Act - The Society 
(BRAGS) had to transition to the New Act before 
November 2018.  Three paragraphs in the 
Constitution had to be moved into the bylaws (no 
charge for transitioning and no vote required). 
Wendy revised/reviewed this document on October 3 
and submitted the transition request electronically to 
the Society Offfice.   
b)  Elections are coming up in December.  Contact 
Wendy if interested in any of the positions as the 
incumbents have been in them for a long time and 
wouldn't mind being replaced.  (except for Beth and 
Bev) 
c)  At the South Burnaby Garden Club Fall Fair 
on September 9 at Bonsar Community Centre Janice 
Bobic won first prize for her blackberry jelly & 
$30.00 and second place ribbon & $10.00 for her 
honey cookie recipe.  Rosemarie Daviduk won first 
prize for her pole beans and first prize for her 
sunflower plant under 6 inches.  Congratulations to 
both! 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:22 pm and refreshments 
followed.  Susan Watson, owner of a landscaping 
company, "The Landscape Consultants", presented on 
"Winter Gardening".	


