
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

                 May is Happening!

  
The merry month of May is finally here!  And as the 
weather improves, and the days grow longer, most of 
us start to spend more time outside, and of course, in 
our gardens.  We thank Keith Harris, who offers this 
interesting article he came across, which reminds us 
of the importance of gardening.  We hope you enjoy 
it! 
“I found this article,	which appeared in 'Garden 
Centre Magazine', November 21, 2017, to be 
interesting and worthy of sharing with fellow      
gardeners”.  																																				Keith 
 
Dear Gardener, 
 
The value of gardening?  We often take plants for 
granted, but they touch every aspect of our lives from 
our most basic need (oxygen) to shelter as well as our 
more refined tastes.   After you've read the article 
below you will realize the important function you 
play as a gardener.   
 
Oxygen:   Plants create the oxygen in our atmosphere 
through photosynthesis. They (along with some 
photosynthetic bacteria) are solely responsible for 
providing the air we breathe. 

Food:  Virtually all food comes directly or indirectly 
from plants. The fruits and veggies at the farmer’s 
market, sugar and flour in our pasta and baked goods, 

meat and dairy products from animals that required 
forage, and even mushrooms that required plants to 
supply their energy - it all starts with plants.  

Medicine:   Most medicines are originally isolated 
from plants (and some fungi too). Examples of 
important drugs coming from plants include 'aspirin' 
from willow bark, and the potent cancer fighting 
drugs, 'taxol', from a yew tree, and 'vincristine', from a 
periwinkle plant. 

Fuel:  Plants have been used to heat our homes and 
cook our food since the dawn of civilization. Some 
plants are used directly for fuel, such as wood and peat 
for fireplaces and stoves. Fossil fuels, like coal and oil, 
are largely derived from plants that lived millions of 
years ago. 

Shelter and Habitat:  Most of the building materials 
in the world are plant-derived, including wood, 
bamboo and thatch. Plant-based fibers including 
cotton and flax “shelter” us in another way by giving 
us clothing. Animals need plants too! Many animals 
are quite particular in their plant preferences like 
pandas and bamboo or monarchs and milkweed, while 
others are generalists.  

Aesthetics:  From landscape plants and houseplants to 
a bouquet of flowers from your sweetie, plants bring 
much beauty and fragrance into our lives.  And let’s 
not forget the beauty of a natural landscape; it is well 
known that time spent in nature can relax, restore, and 
rejuvenate us.  Nature … brought to us by plants! 

Water:   Plants play an important role in the global 
water cycle by transpiring soil water into the 
atmosphere.  They also play a critical role in purifying 
water.  Native plants on the shorelines of lakes and 
rivers can prevent eroding soil and contaminants from 
entering our waterways.  

Climate:  Not only do we need the food and oxygen 
that plants provide, we also benefit from their use of 
carbon dioxide.  Because carbon dioxide is a 
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1. Welcome and call meeting to order at 7:05 
pm.   
 
2. Adoption of  March 7, 2018 Meeting 
Minutes 
Motion to adopt the minutes was made by Faye 
Kilpatrick; seconded by Don Wrigley.  All were 
in favor.  Reminder: meeting minutes are posted 
on the BRAGS’ website and are updated by 
David Forsyth. 
 
3. Outstanding Business from the Minutes – 
Wendy Thompson 
a)  Soil amender 
The soil amender was delivered before the 
meeting and picked up by the members who had 
ordered it.   
b) Nicholas Funke Donation: We are waiting 
for more information to decide whether to make 
a further donation. 
 
4. Treasurer's Report – Susan Brandl 
Susan provided the following financial report for 
March 1 to March 31, 2018: 
Total revenue = $65.70; expenses = $150.00; 
revenue over expenses = -$84.30.  Bank balance 
as of  March 31, 2018 = $8,1489.89.   
 
5.  Correspondence - Wendy Thompson 
a)  Email of thanks from Kristen regarding the 
Go Fund Me for Nicholas Funke 
b)  Report from Keith Harris for March 10, 2018, 
AGM of the BC Council of Garden Clubs which 
he attended on behalf of BRAGS. 
 

6.  Standing Committee Reports 
a)  Rhodo Festival & Plant Sale - Verna 
Adamson  
Verna reported that unfortunately the posters are 
not ready; Bev will follow up with the City and 
ask them to mail them to those who want them, 
as they have done in the past.  
The closing times for the Silent Auction will 
remain the same; the first closing will have fewer 
plants. 
 
b)  Welcome/Attendance - Janet Hayes 
Janet reported that there were 20 members and 3 
visitors in attendance.   
 
c)  Memberships - Anne Forsyth 
Nothing to report 
 
d)  Speakers/Program - Beth MacLaren 
The speaker for May 2 has been confirmed - Pam 
Erickson of Erickson Daylily Gardens will speak 
on "Day Lilies, Lilies and Hostas - More" 
Beth is planning a tour at the garden of Joe	and	
Joanne	Ronsley in Lion’s Bay for May 26 
Erikson’s Daylily Garden is having an open 
house in July and Beth may organize a tour if 
there is enough interest. 
 
7.  New/Other Business 
Rosemary Daviduk presented photos of the 
magnificent cherry blossoms on a street near her 
home and shared information about Vancouver’s 
Cherry Blossom Festival.  Rosemary was also 
congratulated for winning a Sakura award last 
year for her Haiku poem about cherry blossoms.  
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:25 pm, refreshments 
were served  followed by ”Bonsai” with Peter 
Brolese, a long time member of the Bonsai 
Society.  
 


