
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

                           October! 

 

 
Someone asked me the other day what my favorite 
season was, and I hesitated, but only because every 
one of our four seasons have their pros and cons. 
The person who asked me said Fall was their favorite 
for two reasons, - the fresh air, and especially for the 
fabulous colors that we see. 
For me, I do love our seasons almost equally, but I 
must agree that Fall has the loveliest colors of all.  
The brilliant oranges, from bright to burnt, and the 
most beautiful shades of brown.  All we have to do is 
think of our Fall flowers, - in particular, those 
dependable Chrysanthemums that show up in 
abundance everywhere late September.  Amazing! 
And of course the pumpkins!  Brilliant! 
So, what do you know about Chrysanthemums?  A 
quick google search disclosed a wealth of 
information.  Here’s a recap for you. 
Chrysanthemums are sometimes called mums or 
chrysanths, and are flowering plants of the genus 
Chrysanthemum in the family Asteraceae. They are 
native to Asia and northeastern Europe. Most species 
originate from East Asia and the center of diversity is 
in China. Countless horticultural varieties and 
cultivars exist.  Many varieties are available and there 
are literally hundreds of types of chrysanthemums – 

with variations in height, spread, color, size of 
flower, bloom time, and type of bloom. There are 
also hardy garden mums and non-hardy florist or 
show mums. Some of the most common types of 
blooms are: 

• Single: Long, daisy-like petals 
• Decorative: Large with many rows of petals, 

often with petals curling toward the center 
• Cushion: Aptly named for its medium-sized, 

cushion-shaped blossom 
• Anemone: Cushion-shaped, but with the 

center covered by shorter petals of a darker 
color 

• Pompon: Small, firm globe of tight petals 
(tiny ones are called “buttons”) 

• Quill: Tube-shaped petals that are long and 
straight 

• Spider: Long tube-shaped petals with curved 
ends 

• Spoon: Flatter blossom with rows of spoon-
shaped petals. 

Growing Conditions for Garden Mums 

• Light: Full early sun, at least 5-6 hours daily. 
• Location: Chrysanthemums are susceptible to 

mildew, so keeping the plants dry is a 
priority. They need plenty of air circulation, 
water drainage, and morning sun to dry the 
dew on the leaves and stems. Don’t plant in 
low-lying, wet, compacted, or boxed-in areas 
with little air circulation. Chrysanthemum 
blooming occurs in response to shortening 
days and longer nights, so avoid planting near 
streetlights or other nighttime light sources. 

• Soil requirements: Fertile, well-drained, 
sandy or loamy soil with a pH around 6.5. 

• Fertilization: Chrysanthemums are pretty 
tough and can thrive on their own, but they 
benefit from light and frequent feeding with a 
balanced fertilizer during the growing season. 
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1. Welcome and call meeting to order at 7:08 pm.   
 
2. Adoption of  June 6, 2018 Meeting Minutes 
Motion to adopt the minutes was made by Cheryl 
Fiddis; seconded by Bev Glover.  All were in favor.  
Reminder: meeting minutes are posted on the 
BRAGS’ website by David Forsyth. 
 
3. Outstanding Business from the Minutes – 
Wendy Thompson 
Nil. 
 
4. Treasurer's Report – Susan Brandl 
Susan provided the following financial report for 
June l  to August 31, 2018: 
Total revenue = $78.44; expenses = $271.15; revenue 
over expenses = -$192.71.  Bank balance as of  
August 31 = $9,664.19 (outstanding cheque to be 
deposited $171.15).  Available balance = $9,493.04.  
Discussion came up about donating some of our 
funds to St. Michael's Hospice Society in Burnaby to 
purchase more plants for their gardens.  This 
suggestion will be voted on next month.   
 
5.  Correspondence - Wendy Thompson 
Email from Jackie Merandi at St. Michael's Hospice 
Society in Burnaby was sent to Wendy requesting 
some funding for plants. 
 
6.  Standing Committee Reports 
a)  Rhodo Festival  (Sunday, May 6)  - Verna 
Adamson and Bev Glover 
Nil. 
 
Plant Sale - Linda Cholette 
John Crawford suggested for next year's Plant Sale 
that any plants left over could be donated to St. 
Michael's Hospice.   
 
b)  Welcome/Attendance - Anne Forsyth 
Anne reported that there were 18 members in 
attendance and 1 guest.  Janet Hayes wants to resign 
from the "meet and greet" position at the meetings.  If 
anyone is interested in volunteering please contact 
Wendy.   
 

c)  Memberships - Anne Forsyth 
Nil. 
 
d)  Speakers/Program - Wendy Thompson (in 
Beth's absence) 

• October 3 meeting - Joe Walmsley will 
speak on "Enhanced Woodland". 

• November 7 meeting - Margot Moser 
(former BRAGS President) will present on 
"Heavenly Hellebores". 

 
7.  New/Other Business 

• Don & Dorothy Wrigley's 70th Anniversary 
party - Don thanked the BRAGS members 
for attending their party.  It was a memorable 
event and everyone enjoyed themselves! 

• Keith Harris's BRAGS summer picnic - 
thank you to Keith for hosting this annual 
event.  Weather was very hot but the small 
group of members that attended had a fun 
time! 

• BCCGC day long meeting in October - Keith 
is unable to attend this time but Beth has 
volunteered to take his place. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 7:20 pm, refreshments were 
served and some BRAGS members presented on their 
"Summer Garden Experiences". 


