
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

February 2019! 

                
Yes, winter is here, but Spring is just a few months 
away and already the days are getting longer.  On the 
West Coast, we are lucky to have some gardens that 
are available to visit all year long, even during the 
winter months, and of course, when the weather is 
‘frightful’, a trip to your favorite garden centre can be 
a welcome break.  Many garden centres have cafés 
which are wonderful places to meet up with friends 
and help the winter pass.  It’s always a good time to 
plan a coffee date and get your ‘garden fix’! 
Winter is also a great time to view our wildlife, by 
visiting a local park, walking along the river, or 
simply looking out into your own yard.  If you have 
left your hummingbird feeder out all winter, they can 
be particularly busy hangouts for hummers, as their 
main sources of food are limited.  My hummingbirds 
sit on the dead flower heads in the boxes lining the 
patio, and spend time ‘looking in’, as if to say, Come 
Out and Visit!  I notice also, they like to sit close 
with the chickadees in the yard, perhaps being a bit 
lonely with most of their friends having ‘gone south’. 
Over this winter we have seen four at a time, so there 
are at least that many wintering with us.  While 
hummingbirds are not necessarily the most ‘sociable’ 
when there are so many of them, it seems when there 
are smaller numbers, they are “birds of a feather who 
stick togetherJ”.  How sweet! 

                    

 
            A wee winter hummer… 

- Photo by Cheryl  
If you have anything to share, - stories or pictures, 
that you think our BRAGS members might enjoy, 
please send them on!  If you’ve been on a vacation, 
or visited a local attraction, and saw something of 
interest, don’t be shy. We’d love to hear all about it! 

Send to Cheryl Fiddis @ ecfiddis@telus.net 

        Your February Birth Month Flower 

Since this is the February issue, this month we wish 
all those with their birthdays in February a day 
without rain!  
February birthdays are represented by Violets or 
Irises, flowers that suggest loyalty and faithfulness.  
The three upright petals of an Iris bloom can indicate 
courage, faith and wisdom, and also friendship, hope 
and compliments.  Take your pick! 
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1. Welcome and call meeting to order at 7:08 pm.   
 
2. Adoption of  November 7, 2018 Meeting 
Minutes 
Motion to adopt the minutes was made by Faye 
Kilpatrick; seconded by Maxine.  All were in favor.  
Reminder: meeting Minutes are posted on the 
BRAGS’ website by David Forsyth. 
 
3. Outstanding Business from the Minutes – 
Wendy Thompson 
Nil. 
 
4. Treasurer's Report – Susan Brandl 
Susan provided the following financial report for 
November 1 to December 31, 2018: 
Total revenue = $258.90; expenses = $283.58; 
revenue over expenses = -$24.68.  Bank balance as of  
December 31 = $8,893.95.  
 
5.  Correspondence - Wendy Thompson 
A letter of thanks was received for our recent 
donation to the Burnaby Hospice Society. 
 
6.  Standing Committee Reports 
a)  Rhodo Festival  - Verna Adamson  
Verna reported that there are 9 size large t-shirts and 
3 medium size t-shirts from the Rhodofestival.  
Following discussion, members agreed that BRAGS 
could use some of their funds to purchase aprons for 
this year's festival.  Verna will investigate.   

 
Plant Sale - Linda Cholette 
Nil. 
 
b)  Welcome/Attendance - Anne Forsyth 
Anne reported that there were 18 members and 2 
guests in attendance. 
 
c)  Memberships - Anne Forsyth 
Nil. 
 
d)  Speakers/Program -  Beth MacLaren 
February 6 - Victoria Otton, from Burke Mountain 
Naturalists - will present on "Attracting, Feeding and 
IDing Garden Birds". 
 
7.  New/Other Business 
Wendy reported that Evelyn Crawford has Dahlia 
calendars for sale for $12.00.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:20 pm, refreshments were 
served, followed by The Draw and Andrea Bellamy 
presented on "Growing in Small Spaces". 
 
 
 


