
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

May 2019! 

            

           Hurray! It’s May!  Let the fun begin! 

This month we are pleased to have another member 

contribute an article and picture. 

Thank you to Rosemarie for her input! 

 

    Books, Books, Books and more Books!   
A great find which I came across recently at the 

McGill Library were gardening books on sale for 25 

cents each.  What a price - less than a packet of 

seeds.   

The books for sale were ones that were withdrawn 

from the library shelves.  Some reasons books are 

usually withdrawn is due to the books not being 

checked out for several years, they may be removed 

due to duplicate copies, to make room on the shelves 

for new purchases, or current editions/purchased are 

available of the book. 

The gardening books are all in excellent condition. 

The books I purchased are: 

1). Garden Problems Solved by Pippa Greenwood -
1991 
There are 33 chapters on various garden subjects, e.g. 

ornamental shrubs, shady sites, water features. 

There are also questions and answers. 

Q.  Why is it necessary to cut off some of the leaves 

or parts of leaves when taking a cutting? 

A.  To make the cutting less inclined to wobble 

around in the soil.  Any movement may inhibit 

rooting.  Removing excess foliage helps to reduce the 

amount of moisture lost through leaves.  Moisture 

must be retained if cuttings are to live and root. 

2).The Herb Bible by Peter McHay/Pamela 
Westland - 1994 
Chapters include a directory of herbs, growing herbs, 

using herbs in cooking, cosmetics, crafts etc. 

The book also gives botanical names and common 

names e.g., nepeta Catarina = catnip, cat mint; album 

schoenoprasum = common chive, onion chive. 

Some herbs in this book I had never heard of.  An 

example is Good King Henry/chenopodium bonus-

henricus.  The leaves are cooked like spinach or eaten 

raw in salads.  The young emerging shoots can be 

blanched and used like asparagus. 

3). New Book of Herbs - Jekka McVicar - 2002 
Chapters include info on how to successfully grow an 

herb garden, recipes for healthy eating, natural home 

care, and herb propagation methods. There is an A-Z 

list of the top 100 herbs.  

In this book I learned that the Viola is a detoxifying 

herb used to treat arthritis, whooping cough, 

bronchitis, and skin diseases. 

*Oxford English Dictionary definition of an herb is 

applied to plants of which leaves or stems and leaves 

are used for medicine or for their scent or flavour. 

4). Gardens of Obsession (Eccentric and 
Extravagant Visions) –  
Gordon Taylor/Guy Cooper - 1999 
Lots of pictures in this book which shows 150 

gardens throughout the world which were conceived 

by gardeners who were driven by their dreams and 

fantasies.  Some of the gardens are based on myths, 

from ancient times, others are personal fantasies.  

The gardens use trees, flowers, vegetables and/or 

natural/man made materials.  Viewing this book is 

fun.  It really takes one down the garden path of 

creativity.  

5). The Propagator’s Handbook (Fifty foolproof 
recipes - hundreds of plants for your garden) - Peter 
Thompson - 1993 
This book gives practical advice on simple, cheap, 

failsafe ways to propagate plants.  Propagation can be 

done from seeds, division or cuttings.  The author 

discusses how success in propagation is related to 

temperature, ventilation, feeding and watering. 

There are detailed drawings and colourful 

photographs in this book. 
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1. Welcome and call meeting to order at 7:05 

pm.   

 
2. Adoption of March 6, 2019 Meeting 
Minutes 

Motion to adopt the minutes was made by Keith 

Harris; seconded by Faye Kilpatrick.  All were in 

favor.  Reminder: meeting minutes are posted on 

the BRAGS’ website by David Forsyth. 

 

3. Outstanding Business from the Minutes – 

Wendy Thompson 
a)  Gelderman Farms will be delivering our soil 

amender at the meeting on May 1 at 6:30 pm.  

Payment is by cash or a cheque only.  If you 

would like to add to the order, please contact 

Bev at bglover@telus.net. 

 

b)  Verna showed us a sample of our new aprons 

which we will be using at Burnaby Blooms 

(formerly Rhodofest) on May 5. 

 
4. Treasurer's Report – Susan Brandl 
Susan provided the financial report for the month 

ending March 31, 2019.  

 

5.  Correspondence - Wendy Thompson 
A letter was received from the City of Burnaby 

stating that as of September 1, 2019, we need $5 

million of liability insurance.  This is an increase 

from $2 million.  Wendy will contact Lorna 

Hercheson at the BC Council of Garden Clubs as 

they provide the insurance for the club. 

 

6.  Standing Committee Reports 
a)  Burnaby Blooms - Verna Adamson and 
Bev Glover 
Verna reported that she, Bev and Wendy will be 

meeting with the City on Monday.  She asked 

those who haven’t already done so, to sign up on 

the volunteer sheet. 

 

The promo materials were not ready for the 

meeting but the City will mail them to those who 

want them.  Verna took names and quantities. 

 

Joan Calkin said that she had been to the website 

for Burnaby Blooms which said that it would be 

held on May 4 and 5 but could find no other 

informatio006E.  Verna will investigate and let 

David know. 

 

b) Plant Sale - Linda Cholette 
Linda was away but members were reminded to 

bring their plants to the Shadbolt on the morning 

of Saturday May 4 and were asked to ensure that 

the containers are clean and the plants labelled. 

 

b)  Welcome/Attendance – Judy Wellington 
Anne reported that there were 18 members in 

attendance and 1 guest. 

 

c)  Memberships - Anne Forsyth 
Some members have not renewed, however, they 

do not seem to be coming to meetings. 

 

d)  Speakers/Program - Beth MacLaren 
Beth gave an update on the upcoming speakers 

for May, June, September, October and 

November. 

 

7.  New/Other Business 
a)  Rosemarie Daviduk told the group about 

“Cherry Blossom Madness” taking place at the 

3100 block of Gravely St. in Vancouver.  Janice 

Bobik said that there was also an impressive 

display at Curtis and Union in Burnaby. 

 

8.  Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 7:20 pm, refreshments 

were served after which Barry Roberts spoke 

about Hydrangeas. 

 

 

 

 


