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              Welcome to February! 

          
            Springtime = Daffodils! 
It’s not too early to start thinking about Spring, even 
though snow is still a possibility here on the west 
coast in February.  One of the most cheerful flowers, 
daffodils can brighten up even the darkest of days 
during late winter or early Spring.  Easily the most 
popular garden bulbs grown throughout North 
America, daffodils are often referred to as Narcissus, 
their scientific name.  They are also commonly 
known as jonquils, but technically, jonquils are a 
specific type of daffodil.  Did you know, this showy 
flower, a relative to amaryllis, gets its scientific name 
from a Greek myth about a vain youth named 
Narcissus, who spent all his time looking at his face 
in a pool of cave water? The gods eventually changed 
him into a daffodil, fated forever to sit by a pool 
nodding at its reflection. 
Not an entirely bad fate! 
Daffodils are particularly popular with gardeners 
because they are so easy to grow.  Here on the west 
coast, our mild climate often has these flowers 
popping up as early as January.  What could be a 
bonus, the blooms and their bulbs are toxic, which 
means squirrels usually leave them alone. 
They do well in most soils with little or no care.  
When they multiply into large clumps, simply dig 
them up, divide the smaller bulbs and replant them 
for even more spring color.  If you are short of space, 
these bulbs also do well in a pot. 
There are thousands of different daffodil varieties 
available.  To keep them straight, botanists have 
separated daffodils into 12 different categories based 
on the shape and characteristics of their flowers. 

The most popular daffodil is the trumpet narcissus, 
named for its long horn-like center, commonly called 
the ‘cup’.  There are many other favorites with 
smaller cups, double blooms, or more than one 
flower per stem.  The extensive variety makes 
daffodils suitable for a wide range of locations, - in a 
rock garden…among trees, shrubs and ground 
covers…as borders…in containers…and naturalized 
in clumps in grassy areas. 
Yellow is the most popular daffodil flower color, but 
you’ll also find them in many other colors, including 
white, red, green, pink and cream. 
After blooming, daffodils require little care.  It’s 
important to remove the old blossoms and let the 
plants continue to grow.  Don’t cut the leaves until 
they turn completely yellow- they feed the bulb so it 
can produce next years’ bloom. 
So, enjoy your Spring color, even if it seems early! 

by Cheryl Fiddis 
            

 
 Helleborus in late winter/early spring might beat 
your daffodils!  Mine do! 
         ☺We love to have members share their 
‘secrets’ and garden/nature thoughts.  If you have 
something interesting to share, from right here at 

!
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Burnaby Rhododendron and Gardens Society 
Minutes of Monthly Meeting – January 7, 2015 

Discovery Room, Burnaby Village Museum 
 

 
 
 1.Welcome)and)call)meeting)to)order!at!7:08!pm.!!!

!!!
2.))Adoption)of)November)5,)2014)Minutes)!
Motion!to!accept!November!minutes!was!made!by!
Cheryl!Fiddis;!seconded!by!Judy!Wellington.!!All!were!
in!favor.!!Reminder:!!meeting!minutes!are!posted!on!
the!BRAGS’!website!and!is!updated!by!David!Forsyth.!
!
3.))Outstanding)Business)from)the)Minutes)
a)! !Amendments)to)ByDlaws! K!were!voted!on!at!the!
AGM!in!December!and!passed.!!The!amended!minutes!
were! sent! to! the! Registrar! of! Companies! in! Victoria!
for!approval.!!We!will!receive!a!signed!copy.!!!
)
4.)Treasurer’s)Report!!!
Susan!Brandl!provided!the!following!financial!reports!
for!November!and!December:!
November)=)Total!revenue!=!$65.61;!expenses!=!
$150.00;!revenue!over!expenses!=!($84.39).!!Bank!
balance!as!of!December!1!=!$7,303.03.!
December)=!Total!revenue!=!$96.63;!expenses!=!
$206.97;!revenue!over!expenses!=!($110.33).!!Bank!
balance!as!of!January!1!=!$7,257.70.!!!
Motion!to!accept!the!above!report!was!made!by!
Susan!and!Don!Wrigley!seconded.!!All!were!in!favor.!
 
5.  Correspondence  
Letter was received from the L’Arche Society requesting 
a donation.  This was a general request.   
 
6. Standing Committee Reports 
a)))Rhodo)Festival)–)Verna)Adamson)–)no!report.!
)

b)))Plant)Sale)–))David)Forsyth)–)no!report.!
)
c)))Welcome/Attendance)–)Faye)Kilpatrick)
Faye!reported!that!there!were!22!members!+!2!
guests!in!attendance.!!!
)
d)))Memberships)–)Anne)Forsyth)
Anne)reminded!members!that!membership!fees!are!
due.)
)
e)))Speakers/Program)–)Bev)Glover)
Bev!reported!that!the!Seattle!Flower!Show!takes!
place!again!in!the!beginning!of!February.!!If!
interested!in!attending,!email!Bev!at!
bglover@telus.net!!
!
7.))New/Other)Business!

• Evelyn Crawford informed members that she 
knows someone who wants to give away some 
compost.  If interested contact Evelyn.   

• John Crawford enquired about the Unique soil 
amender and whether members were interested 
in purchasing this product again.  Therese 
Pope has the contact person’s name.  This item 
will be discussed further at February’s 
meeting.   

 
 
Meeting was adjourned and Heather Webb presented 
on “From the Ground Up – West Coast Garden”. 
!
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              Welcome March! 
 

  
       Burnaby & Spring = 
Rhododendrons! 
It’s not too early to start thinking about our 
Rhododendron Festival! Your committee, Verna 
Adamson and June Dodson, are well ahead with their 
plans leading up to May 3rd, but your commitment to 
help is once again needed.  This is a festival that 
could not happen without all of our dedicated 
volunteers!  And that’s YOU! 
   A Message from your Rhodofest Team: 
“The 27th annual Rhododendron Festival will be held 
on Sunday, May 3, 2015. Rhodofest is a fun, family-
oriented event held at the Shadbolt Centre and Deer 
Lake Park in Burnaby.  The Festival offers many 
information booths, vendors and entertainment for 
the enjoyment of the whole family. We are once 
more contributing by running our combined Silent 
Auction and Plant Sale. Part proceeds of these two 
events will be awarded to worthy environmental and 
community projects in Burnaby. We need volunteers 
leading up to the event, the day before the event, and 
it will be all hands on deck on the day of the Festival. 
The tasks required are diverse:  distributing posters, 
picking up and organizing plants, skirting tables, 
directing traffic, cashiering, answering questions, 

cleanup, - and will be shared with others. If you are 
able to volunteer a few hours, please sign up at the 
March or April meetings or contact Verna Adamson 
at 604-544-4006, or by email at!v_adamson@shaw.ca 
or June Dodson at 604-939-2597, or by email at 
junedodson@shaw.ca.”            
 
    A Message from your Plant Sale Team: 
“The BRAGS Plant Sale is back again and we need 
your help to make it a success.  If you or someone 
you know are able to donate any healthy, non-
invasive plants, let us know! Any donation would be 
much appreciated.  
The wish list is available at: 
http://brags.ca/forms_files/plantsale2007a.pdf or 
contact us if you would prefer a copy by mail. In 
addition to the wish list, please consider donating 
healthy indoor plants as well.  
Please let us know: 
- How many plants you are donating, so we can 
estimate how much space we need. 
- Plant name (common or Latin names), to make sure 
that we have the picture of each plant during the sale. 
- If you need help with digging plants, pots or soil, or 
help with transferring the plants. 
- If you have any extra 1-gal or 2-gal pots and/or 
trays, please bring them with you to the April 
meeting to share with other members who may need 
them for their own donations. 
-We want to avoid using plastic knives to avoid 
waste. Please write the plant name directly on the pot, 
or use masking tape or sticky labels just before you 
drop off the plants at the Shadbolt Centre.  This 
labeling ahead of time will help reduce the amount of 
work to be done by volunteers the day before the 
festival. It is difficult to sell “Unknown” plants! 
If you are able to help in any way with the Plant Sale, 
please contact: 
David Forsyth or Anne Forsyth @ 604-298-6350 or 
email David @ drforsyth@telus.net, or Anne @ 
amforsyth@telus.net.”  
Thank you advance for volunteering at our festival! 
!

!
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Burnaby Rhododendron and Gardens Society 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING – February 4, 2015 

Discovery Room, Burnaby Village Museum!

1.Welcome)and)call)meeting)to)order!at!7:08!pm.!!!
!!!
2.))Adoption)of)January)7,)2014)Minutes)!
Motion!to!accept!January!minutes!was!made!by!
Cheryl!Fiddis;!seconded!by!Therese!Pope.!!All!were!in!
favor.!!Reminder:!!meeting!minutes!are!posted!on!the!
BRAGS’!website!and!is!updated!by!David!Forsyth.!
!
3.))Outstanding)Business)from)the)Minutes)

a)! ! !Unique) Soil)Amender! –!we!need! to! commit! to!
purchasing!40!bags!at!$10/each.! !John!Crawford!will!
organize.! !The!supplier! is!unable!to!deliver!until!our!
April!meeting.!!A!signQup!sheet!was!circulated!and!an!
email!will!be!sent!to!all!members!so!that!a!final!count!
can!be!given!at!the!March!meeting.!
b)!!Amendments)to)ByElaws!–!these!were!passed!at!
the!AGM!in!December!and!the!Registrar!of!Companies!
in!Victoria!approved! them.!The!old!Constitution!and!
ByQlaws! on! the! website! will! be! replaced! with! the!
revised/approved!version!and!a! signed! copy!will! be!
retained!by!BRAGS’!Secretary,!Linda!Cholette.!!!
)

4.)Treasurer’s)Report!!!
Susan!Brandl!provided!the!following!financial!report!
for!January:!
Total!revenue!=!$96.62;!expenses!=!$100.00;!revenue!
over!expenses!=!($3.38).!!Bank!balance!as!of!February!
1!=!$7,254.32.!!Motion!to!accept!the!above!report!was!
made!by!Susan!and!Bev!Glover!seconded.!!All!were!in!
favor.!
 
5.  Correspondence  

• Amended bylaws for BRAGS.  Refer to above 
notation. 

• Burnaby Food First – they are requesting a 
donation.  If interested in making an individual 
donation, refer to their website, or contact 
Wendy. 

 
6. Standing Committee Reports 
a)))Rhodo)Festival)(Sunday,)May)3))–)Verna)

Adamson))

Verna!will!be!meeting!with!City!of!Burnaby!
representatives!in!March.!!Times!may!be!changed!
from!10!–!4!to!!
10!–!3.!!At!our!March!meeting!she!will!circulate!a!sign!
up!sheet!for!volunteers.!!Volunteers!are!also!needed!
to!set!up!on!Saturday!May!2.!!!
)

b)))Plant)Sale)–))David)Forsyth))

Next!month!members!should!be!thinking!about!
potting!up!plants!to!donate.!!Nice!house!plants!are!
wanted!also!!
)

c)))Welcome/Attendance)–)Faye)Kilpatrick)

Faye!reported!that!there!were!23!members!+!7!
guests!in!attendance.!!!
)

d)))Memberships)–)Anne)Forsyth)

Anne)reminded!members!that!membership!fees!are!
due.)
)

e)))Speakers/Program)–)Bev)Glover)

Bev!reminded!members!about!the!Vancouver!
Cherry!Blossom!Festival!April!2!to!29th.!!Refer!to!
their!website!for!more!information.!!The!following!
speakers!are!confirmed:!!March!–!Chris!Jennings!
(Shade!Garden)!and!May!–!Gary!Lewis!(Phoenix!
Perennials).!!Bev!suggested!printing!a!leaflet!to!
advertise!for!Gary!Lewis!and!invite!other!garden!
club!members.!!A!nominal!fee!($3.00?)!could!be!
charged,!or!suggest!a!donation.!!NonQmembers!
would!also!pay.!!The!handout!could!be!placed!at!the!
plant!sale!table.!!Bev!and!Verna!will!prepare!the!
leaflet!and!coQordinate!with!Burnaby!Rhodofestival!
reps.!!All!agreed!that!it!is!MORE!important!to!
encourage!new!members!to!join!BRAGS!versus!
accumulating!more!funds.!!!
!
7.))New/Other)Business!
a)  Wendy and Bev will meet the community gardening 
group at University Highlands Elementary School at 
SFU on February 20 at 2:00 pm.  If interested in 
attending, contact Wendy.   
b)  BRAGS picnic – Bev has offered to host the picnic 
in her garden in June.  (after June 10) To be discussed 
further. 
c)  Great Salmon Send off – at Stoney Creek School 
on Saturday, May 9th.   
 
Meeting!was!adjourned!and!Elke!Knechtel!(RedBarn!
Plants)!presented!on!vegetables.!
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Let’s Welcome April! 

  
   May 3rd is the 27th Annual Rhodofestival! 
Our biggest event of the year will soon be here! Your 
committee, Verna Adamson and June Dodson, are 
well underway with the plans leading up to May 3rd.  
Thank you to everyone who has already signed up to 
volunteer so far.  This is a festival that would not be 
possible without all of our dedicated volunteers!  If 
you can help out and have not yet signed up, please 
let Verna or June know. 
Verna Adamson:  604-544-4006, or email at!
v_adamson@shaw.ca. 
June Dodson at 604-939-2597, or email at 
junedodson@shaw.ca.            
As well, the BRAGS Plant Sale is back again and we 
need your help to make it a success.  If you or 
someone you know are still able to donate any 
healthy, non-invasive plants, let us know!  
If you are able to help in any way with the Plant Sale, 
please contact: 
David Forsyth or Anne Forsyth @ 604-298-6350 or 
email David @ drforsyth@telus.net, or Anne @ 
amforsyth@telus.net.”  
Thank you for volunteering at our festival! 
!

                        
               The Bloedel Conservatory, 
                 Queen Elizabeth Park 
If you have spent any time living in Metro 
Vancouver, chances are you have visited Queen 
Elizabeth Park and the Bloedel Conservatory, but 
have you done it recently?  As a child growing up in 
Vancouver, I remember making many trips to the 
park for picnics and walks, with always the chance to 
glimpse a wedding couple having their pictures taken 
in the beautiful gardens.  And of course there were 
visits to the Conservatory.   
Opened in December 1969 as the second largest 
domed conservatory in the world, the triodetic dome 
design allows a large ground space to be spanned 
without the need for supporting columns.  At 43 m 
(140 feet) in diameter and 21 m (70 feet) high at the 
centre, this dome is big enough to house an 
impressive collection of plants and birds, yet small 
enough to allow a quick visit. The minute you step 
inside, the sound of birds will surround you, and it’s 
like stepping into a tropical paradise. Three simulated 
climates are maintained within the conservatory:  
tropical rain forest, sub-tropical forest, and desert 
climate zones. If you have a camera to take pictures, 
be mindful of the lenses steaming up!  The tour is 
self-guided, - and you set your own pace. There is a 
sign telling you to please watch your step, as some 
birds walk along the pathway.  Being a bird lover, I 
was mostly impressed with the nearly 200 birds that 
call the conservatory home, - from the many smaller 
varieties such as finches, canaries, and budgies, - to 
the large parrots and cockatoos, all seeming well and 
content in their shared space.  If I were a bird I 
couldn’t think of a more fabulous place to live! 

!

April 2015 
Volume 13, Number 4 
www.brags.ca 

Burnaby Rhododendron and Gardens Society 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING – March 4, 2015 

Discovery Room, Burnaby Village Museum!

1.Welcome)and)call)meeting)to)order!at!7:08!pm.!!!
!!!

2.))Adoption)of)February)4,)2015)Minutes)!
Motion!to!accept!February!minutes!was!made!by!

Cheryl!Fiddis;!seconded!by!David!Forsyth.!!All!were!in!

favor.!!Reminder:!!meeting!minutes!are!posted!on!the!

BRAGS’!website!and!is!updated!by!David!Forsyth.!

!

3.))Outstanding)Business)from)the)Minutes)
a)! ! ! Unique) Soil) Amender! –! members! have!
committed! to! purchasing! 40! bags! at! $10/each.! ! John!

Crawford! will! place! the! order! and! delivery! will! be!

arranged! for!6:00!pm!prior! to!April’s!meeting.! ! Cash,!

or!cheque!will!be!accepted.!

!

b)! ! Great) Salmon) Send) off! –! If! any! members! are!
interested! in! setting! up! a! BRAGS! display! at! Stoney!

Creek!School,!contact!Wendy.!!!

!

c)! ! University) Highlands) Community) Gardening)
Group)–)Wendy!and!Bev!met!this!group!on!February!
20

th
.! ! Last! year! they! presented! to! BRAGS! and!

requested! donations! of! the! following:! ! raised! bed!

boxes,! dwarf! fruit! trees,! seeds! and! soil.! !Wendy! and!

Bev!were! impressed!with! the! group’s!dedication! and!

their!5!volunteers.! !They!focus!on!educating!students!

(K!–!Gr.!7)!in!nutrition,!food!preparation,!plant!growth,!

soil! composting,! water! conservation! and! growing!

edible! plants! and! vegetables.! ! Judy!Wellington!made!

the! motion! to! donate! $350.00.! ! Faye! Kilpatrick!

seconded.! ! All! were! in! favor.! ! Bev! Glover!

recommended!that!BRAGS!receive!recognition!for!the!

above!donation!–!e.g.!notation!on!the!school’s!website!

and! the! group!will! be! requested! to! provide!BRAGS! a!

follow!up!report!in!the!fall.!

!

d)!!BRAGS)picnic!–!Sunday,)June)14)from)1)–)5!=!will!
be!held!at!Bev!Glover’s!home!–!pot!luck.!

!

4.)Treasurer’s)Report!!!
Susan!Brandl!provided!the!following!financial!report!

for!March:!

Total!revenue!=!$201.55;!expenses!=!$150.00;!revenue!

over!expenses!=!($51.55).!!Bank!balance!as!of!!March!1!

=!$7,305.87.!!Motion!to!accept!the!above!report!was!

made!by!Susan!and!Keith!Harris!seconded.!!All!were!in!

favor.!

5.  Correspondence – Nil. 
 

6. Standing Committee Reports 
a)))Rhodo)Festival)(Sunday,)May)3))–)Verna)
Adamson))
Verna!and!June!met!with!the!City!of!Burnaby!March!4

th
!

and!the!end!time!has!been!changed!to:!!10:00!to!3:00!

(instead!of!10!–!4).!!The!Silent!Auctions!will!take!place!

at!12:00!and!2:00.!

)
b)))Plant)Sale)–))David)Forsyth))
David!reminded!members!to!start!dividing!your!plants!

and!make!sure!the!soil!and!pots!that!you!donate!at!the!

sale!are!clean.!!Therese!Pope!needs!more!pots!for!her!

plants.!!Susan!Brandl!will!contact!her.!!Suggestion!was!

made!to!have!a!childrens’!activity!area!set!up!at!the!

bouquet!table.!!E.g.!crayons!and!flower!posters!for!

children!to!colour.!!This!item!will!be!discussed!further!

at!April!meeting.!!Beth!MacLaren!suggested!having!a!

“butterfly!release”!as!an!education!session!at!the!

conclusion!of!the!Rhodo!Festival.!!Beth!has!

information!re:!the!young!man!that!does!this!and!the!

City!of!Burnaby!has!expressed!interest.!!Verna!

proposed!donating!up!to!$200.00!to!purchase!the!

butterflies!and!we!will!request!the!City!to!match!this!

amount.!!The!City!would!advertise!and!promote!this!

activity.!!Verna!circulated!a!sign!up!sheet!and!this!item!

will!be!discussed!further!at!April!meeting.!!!

)
c)))Welcome/Attendance)–)Faye)Kilpatrick)
Faye!reported!that!there!were!22!members!+!4!guests!

in!attendance.!!!

)
d)))Memberships)–)Anne)Forsyth)
Anne)reminded!members!that!membership!fees!are!
due.)
)
e)))Speakers/Program)–)Bev)Glover)
Bev!reported!that!April’s!speaker!Karen!Myskiw!

(Jardins!Designs)!will!present!on!“Habitat!Gardens!for!

Butterflies,!Birds!and!Bees”!and!Gary!Lewis!(Phoenix!

Perennials)!will!present!in!May!on!the!“Cutting!Edge!

Plants!for!Cutting!Edge”.!!June!speaker!TBA.!!!

!

7.))New/Other)Business!
Nil. 
 
Meeting!was!adjourned!and!Chris!Jennings!presented!

on!“Shade!Gardens”.!
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It’s The Merry Month of May! 

  
           Springtime Flower Fun 
Now that spring is officially here, it’s time to test 
your flower knowledge.  Try to guess the answers to 
the questions listed below.  The answers are further 
along in the newsletter! 

A) How you might describe a silent person. 
B) Name for a lady who weds for riches. 
C) Everyone has these on their face. 
D) You might find these on a safari. 
E) An appropriate gift from a banker. 
F) Unmarried male fasteners. 
G) A country of automobile lovers. 
H) Good name for a guy’s biking club. 
I) He’s an awfully sugary Bill. 
J) They’re the dairy best blooms. 
K) A peevish fairy-tale creature. 
L) A woman’s nightly footwear. 
M) They hate to wait. 
N) A fine-looking jungle ruler. 
O) Cross between a violin and a clarinet. 

                         
 
        Pansies, Pansies, Pansies! 
              Common Name:  Pansy 
     Botanical Name:  Viola x wittrockiana 
Most of us are familiar with these enchanting colorful 
flowers with the wee ‘faces’ on their blooms, but the 
pansy family tree can be confusing.  They are 
actually a member of the viola genus, which in turn 
belongs to the violet family.  Pansies, violas and 
violets are all similar looking, and to make things 
more confusing, violas are often called tufted pansies.  
And some varieties of violas ae informally known as 
garden pansies.  However, true pansies are actually 
the result of crossbreeding of four different viola 
species.  Developed in the early 1800’s by an English 
gardener, pansies originally came only in three 
colors, - white, purple, and yellow. But today you 
will find almost 400 varieties to choose from. 

 
Pansies have long been associated with love, and 
many ancient cultures used the heart-shaped pansy 
leaves to cure a broken heart.  Legend has it that all 
pansies used to be white until they were pierced by 
Cupids’ arrow.  This made them purple and yellow as 
well, and gave them the power to be used in love 
potions. 

!

!
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BRAGS Meeting April 1, 2015 
Minutes 

x Welcome and Call to Order at 7:08 PM 
 

Bev Glover 
 

x Adoption of the March 4, 2015 minutes as posted on the website 
 June Dodson/Judy Wellington M/S 

Bev Glover 
 

x Outstanding Business from the Minutes: 
a) Unique soil amender delivered tonight  
 
b)  BCCGC AGM – Keith reported that general business and re-elections 
took place. 

Bev Glover 
 
 
Keith Harris 
 

x Finance 
Susan Brandl reported that we had revenue of $36.61 from membership 
and interest, and expenses of $441.26 for newsletter, speaker and our 
Burnaby Mtn Community Garden donation.  With $6901.22 in our 
chequing account.  
Susan Brandl/Don Wrigley M/S 

 
Susan Brandl 

x Correspondence  
SFU – letter of thanks re the Fall 2014 scholarship recipient is Jennifer 
Scholefield ($500) 

Bev Glover 
 

x Standing Committee Reports: 
a) Rhodo Festival  - Sunday, May 3 

Sign-up sheet circulated. We will confirm your jobs by phone. We 
have access to the Shadbolt Centre on Sat, 9 am. Silent Auction 
closings are 12 pm and 2 pm. Louise Meville will deliver Spring 
Bouquet fliers to the South Bby Garden Club. We are looking for 
someone to take on the Spring bouquet table. (Note – Judy 
Wellington has agreed ) Bring your lunch or be prepared to purchase 
it. We have limited storage for plants on Friday.  

 
b)   Plant Sale - get plants ready! 
 
b) Welcome/Attendance tonight  

22 members in attendance 
 
c) Memberships  

Reminder to renew your memberships if you haven’t already 
 
d) Speakers/Program 
Bev reported that the Nov meeting speaker  hasn’t  been  booked,  so  if  
you have a request, please contact her at bglover@telus.net. 

 
Verna Adamson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
David Forsyth 
 
Faye Kilpatrick 
 
 
Anne Forsyth 
 
 
Bev Glover 

x New/Other Business 
a) Brochure regarding May speaker (Gary Lewis) to be distributed 

at Rhodo Fest. Verna and Bev will develop it. 
x  Discussion re fee for non-members to attend the May meeting. 

Vote taken – fee – 9 no fee – 12  
No Fee AGREED 
Please invite your friends and neighbours. 

Adjournment  
Coffee Break  followed by Karen  Miskyw,  “Habitat  Gardens/Butterflies” 

Bev Glover 
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 June, June, June, June! 

           Desert News 
Once again I spent early spring down south enjoying 
the dry heat and brilliant sunshine that only the desert 
can bring. The contrast between here and there never 
fails to surprise me, despite my many years of 
visiting.  This year the daily headlines in California 
was the drought.  In their 4th year of severe drought 
conditions, and with no way of knowing how long it 
will continue, the State of California is calling for 
drastic measures to further cut down on water 
consumption. During my stay, the Governor of 
California introduced a mandate for a further 25 
percent reduction for the upcoming year, this on top 
of previous reductions for the state.  The daily paper 
advised of options and solutions to help with this 
reduction, mostly focused on the removal of lawn 
areas throughout the desert cities.  Boulevards were 
being stripped of lawn areas and replaced with dry-
scape and native plantings.  Grants are available to 
homeowners to remove lawns and do the same, if 
they have not already done so.  Golf courses, some of 
which utilize reclaimed or ‘gray’ water and some of 
which use well water, are under fire and trying to 
justify their green existence with the tourist trade 
they welcome.  Many of the courses have reduced 
watering earlier this year, as have many housing 
complexes throughout the cities.  Homeowners look 
for ways to save water in their homes, from placing 
buckets in showers, to not flushing toilets as often.  
Fines have been introduced to target wayward 
sprinkler systems that cover sidewalks and roadways.  
Desalination options are being explored on the coast.  
Most water supplies will run dry by 2016. 
Fast forward to our arrival home to Burnaby…to the 
lush green lawns and abundance of water-guzzling 
gardens and trees.  And to an abundance of water, 
which, while we are conscious of, we use merrily and 
generously, without much of a thought that this could 

change one day. 
Perhaps the time to introduce water saving measures, 
is before it gets crucial and before climate change 
affects us all. 
Perhaps there is a lesson to be learned here from our 
neighbours down south. 
          ~ by Cheryl Fiddis 
 

         And on a cheerier note, 
            local ‘wildlife’ from the desert… 
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1.Welcome)and)call)meeting)to)order!at!7:05!pm.!!!
!!!
2.))Adoption)of)April)1,)2015)Minutes)!
Motion!to!accept!April!minutes!was!made!by!John!
Crawford;!seconded!by!Cheryl!Fiddis.!!All!were!in!
favor.!!Reminder:!!meeting!minutes!are!posted!on!
the!BRAGS’!website!and!is!updated!by!David!
Forsyth.!
!
3.))Outstanding)Business)from)the)Minutes)
!
4.)Treasurer’s)Report!!!
Susan!Brandl!provided!the!following!financial!
report!for!April:!
Total!revenue!=!$574.57;!expenses!=!$720.00;!
revenue!over!expenses!=!($145.43).!!Bank!balance!
as!of!!!
April!30!=!$6,755.79.!!Brief!summary!from!the!
Rhodo!Festival:!!$1,448.50!from!the!silent!auction!
and!$698.50!from!the!plant!sale.!!Motion!to!accept!
the!above!report!was!made!by!Susan!and!Keith!
Harris!seconded.!!All!were!in!favor.!
 
5.  Correspondence – Wendy Thompson 
a)  Request for support from Burnaby Community 
Garden – Mary Fraser reported on their Urban Garden 
Project at 6239 Canada Way.  They are NOT 
requesting a grant, or donation, however, they need 
assistance to build up their garden.  They are volunteer 
driven, have six raised beds and the produce grown is 
distributed among the volunteers.  Wendy stated that 
there will be no decision made tonight regarding 
support from BRAGS.   
b)  Burnaby Food First - This pertains to sharing your 
backyard.  David Forsyth will email all members 
details on this item.   
 
6. Standing Committee Reports 
a)))Rhodo)Festival)–)Verna)Adamson))
Verna!thanked!everyone!that!volunteered!at!this!
annual!event.!!The!BRAGS!banner!looked!good;!
there!were!nine!spring!bouquets!and!the!two!live!
auctions!at!12:00!and!2:00!went!well.!!Thanks!to!
Verna!and!June!Dodson!for!all!their!hard!work.!!!
Summary)and)suggestions:!!!
Judy)Wellington!–!need!to!promote!more!interest!
in!the!spring!bouquet!contest!–!next!year!try!having!
a!children’s!activity.!!!
Therese)Pope!\!more!signage!is!needed!for!our!
plant!sale!–!try!a!sandwich!board!type!of!sign.!!!

Joan)Conklin!–!suggest!to!the!City!to!organize!a!
workshop!on!ecosculpture!and!print!a!small!
map/handout!indicating!the!room!#s!for!the!spring!
bouquet!contest!&!plant!sale!and!post!a!sign!with!
list!of!events,!times!and!room!numbers.!!The!City!
also!needs!to!do!more!advertising!at!Community!
Centres.!
)
b)))Welcome/Attendance)–)Faye)Kilpatrick)
Faye!reported!that!there!were!21!members!+!14!
guests!in!attendance.!!!
)
c)))Memberships)–)Anne)Forsyth)
Anne)reminded!guests!that!BRAGS!membership!is!
only!$12.00!per!year!and!your!membership!card!
entitles!you!to!10%!discount!at!Garden!Works,!WIG!
and!Phoenix!Perennials.)
)
d)))Speakers/Program)–)Bev)Glover)
Bev!reported!that!June’s!speaker!is!Marilyn!Holt!
from!Buckerfields!and!she!will!present!on!“Herbs:!
Culinary,!Medicinal!&!Cosmetic”.!!There!are!no!
meetings!in!July!and!August!and!in!September!
BRAGS!members!will!present!on!“what!works!best!
in!their!gardens”.!!
!
7.))New/Other)Business!
a)  Rhodo garden at Burnaby Mountain Park – 
from Barry Jones, former MLA for Burnaby North 
Wendy read a letter sent from Mr. Jones regarding the 
Rhododendron Garden that used to be growing along 
the Trans-Canada Trail.  This historical site was part of 
a centennial project initiated by the Burnaby Parks and 
Recreation Commission 47 years ago.  Maintenance of 
this beautiful landmark has ceased and it is now barely 
visible from Centennial Way.  Blackberry and other 
bushes have taken over….Mr. Jones was requesting 
verbal support from BRAGS for the rehabilitation of 
this park by lending our name.  Cheryl Fiddis made the 
motion to give support for this initiative; Don Wrigley 
seconded.  All were in agreement. 
 
b)))BRAGS)Annual)Picnic!\!June!14!is!the!annual!
picnic!at!Bev’s!home!(8627!–!12th!Avenue)!at!1:00.!!
This!is!pot!luck;!theme!is!“Pretend!Ascot”!so!wear!a!
fascinator!or!facsimile!!!
 
Meeting!was!adjourned!and!Gary!Lewis!presented!
on!“Cutting!Edge!Plants!for!Cutting!Edge!Gardens”.!

Burnaby Rhododendron and Gardens Society 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING – May 6, 2015 

Discovery Room, Burnaby Village Museum 
!
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What a Summer It Was! 

           
For our last newsletter I did an article on the drought 
conditions facing California, and the strict measures 
they are taking to conserve the remaining water they 
have,-   expected to last only one more year. 
For Metro Vancouver, the “Wet Coast’ was no longer 
wet and Stage 2 water restrictions were quickly 
implemented in July this summer, followed shortly 
by Stage 3 weeks later.  With no forecast of cooler 
weather and rainfall unknown, our fate is unnervingly 
similar to our southern neighbours.  While the 
majority of us complied with the restrictions, it is 
hard to understand the mindset of those that 
continued to ‘beat the system’ as they thought they 
were, by secretly using our drinking water for other 
purposes.  Lawns will come back and return to green, 
and while everyone hates to lose shrubs and trees, 
and oh and who doesn’t like a clean car? -  we need 
to prioritize in dire conditions, and preserving 
drinking water levels is number 1. 
Hmmmm.  Perhaps those people who don’t agree 
with the rules shouldn’t be allowed in the line-ups for 
water if the reservoirs run dry? 
What did you do this summer when the restrictions 
were put in place?  Did you still find a creative, but 
legal way to keep your garden alive?  If so, please 
share your story and tips with us. Or perhaps you 
made changes this year to make things more efficient 
for the future, if water issues continue.  Either way, 
we’d love to hear from you! 
One thing I noticed within Metro Vancouver, were 
the use of the ‘hippo watering bags’.  These clever 
designed tree bags work amazingly well to keep new 
and thirsty boulevard/yard trees watered in these 
water conscious times.  You can find them at the 
local garden centres, and as well I found them online. 
When down south this spring, when dining on an 

outdoor patio, I noticed the servers, when clearing off 
tables, pouring any liquids remaining in the glasses 
into the potted trees and shrubs lining the patio.  
Great idea! 
   ~By Cheryl Fiddis 

•  

                                  ~ Hippo watering bags                     

     
If you have ever have something interesting to share, 
from right here at home or from a trip taken afar, 
please share with us!  Don’t be shy! 

Send to Cheryl Fiddis @ ecfiddis@telus.net 

                  
BRAGS Picnic Update! 

 
Sunday, June 14th was sunny and hot just like most of 
our days in late spring and summer this year, and our 
picnic was once again a fun and most enjoyed event.   
Good food, good company, and a resounding game of 
croquet made for a perfect annual event!  Congrats to 
Wendy, Linda and Cheryl who won the ‘best hats’. 
A huge thanks to both Bev and Bill Glover for 
offering their garden and home, and for being such 
entertaining hosts.  No one left the party without 
knowing the ‘new’ improved rules of croquet (thanks 
to Bill), and without a parting gift of Sweet Box, 

!
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Burnaby Rhododendron and Gardens Society 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING – June 3, 2015 

Discovery Room, Burnaby Village Museum 
!!

1.Welcome and call meeting to order at 7:05 pm.   
   
2.  Adoption of May 6, 2015 Minutes  
Motion to accept May minutes was made by Bev Glover; 
seconded by Therese Pope.  All were in favor.  
Reminder:  meeting minutes are posted on the BRAGS’ 
website and is updated by David Forsyth. 
 
3.  Outstanding Business from the Minutes 
a)  Barry Jones has been in contact with the City of 
Burnaby about the neglected rhododendron garden on 
Burnaby Mountain near Horizons restaurant.  He is 
hopeful that something will be done to restore 
maintenance to the garden and will keep BRAGS posted.   
 
4. Treasurer’s Report   
Susan Brandl provided the following financial report for 
May: 
Total revenue = $2,363.22 ($1,454.00 from auction May 
3 and $818.50 from plant sale); expenses = $519.30; 
revenue over expenses = ($1,843.92).  Bank balance as 
of  May 31 = $8,599.71.  Motion to accept the above 
report was made by Susan and Keith Harris seconded.  
All were in favor. 
 
5.  Correspondence – Wendy Thompson 
Nil. 
 
6. Standing Committee Reports 
a)  Rhodo Festival – Verna Adamson  
Verna and June prepared the following report consisting 
of feedback/recommendations received.  If you have any 
additional suggestions forward them to Verna.  This 
report will be forwarded to the City of Burnaby:   

• The new cashier sign was very visible. 
• The one glass display case for the trusses was 

successful. 
• Signage for directions entering in and out the 

plaza for vendors was confusing – needs to be 
clearer. 

• More advertising for the Rhodo Festival is 
needed in libraries, community centres, etc. 
Clarify with the City whose responsibility this 
is.  Need to submit advertising to the community 
newspapers earlier. 

• Need better signage for the silent auction – 
perhaps a “sandwich board” type of sign. 

• The banner should be displayed in a better 

position to be more visible. 
• Implement the “butterfly release” for a 

children’s activity – needs to be planned earlier. 
• The City should print a map and directions 

handout for the Shadbolt building indicating 
times of events and room numbers, and 
activities, etc. 

• Designate a reserved section in parking lot for 
BRAGS members. 

• The City should have a shuttle bus for visitors to 
the festival. 

 
b)  Welcome/Attendance – Faye Kilpatrick 
Faye reported that there were 20 members + 2 guests in 
attendance.   
 
c)  Memberships – Anne Forsyth 
Anne reminded guests that BRAGS membership is only 
$12.00 per year and your membership card entitles you 
to 10% discount at Garden Works, WIG and Phoenix 
Perennials. 
 
d)  Speakers/Program – Bev Glover 
Bev reminded members about the annual picnic “pot 
luck” at her home on June 14 and the theme is “Pretend 
Ascot”.  She reported that September’s meeting is 
“Garden Successes” (bring photos and samples of what 
you grew if you wish) and October’s speaker has 
declined so a speaker is needed.  November’s speaker is 
Brian Campbell and he will present on “Winter 
Permaculture”.   
 
7.  New/Other Business 
a)  John Crawford is selling dahlia tubers for $1.00 each, 
or 6 for $5.00 and the proceeds go to BRAGS.   
b)  David Savelieff brought some sky charts to the 
meeting and left the handouts at the back of the meeting 
room. 
 
Meeting was adjourned and Marilyn Holt of 
Buckerfields presented on “Herbs:  Culinary, Medicinal 
& Cosmetic”. 
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October!  
          After an amazing summer on the west coast, 
October is just around the corner, and undoubtedly, 
winter will follow shortly after.  While leaves this 
year turned early due to the stress of our long, hot, 
dry summer, and create work to gather up, most of us 
welcome another season and look forward to yet 
another changing garden scene. 
My front garden will be looking different from now 
on, due to a fence coming down in our big wind 
storm in late August and a decision being made to 
remove it altogether.  The morning sun now hits the 
east side of the yard, dappling thru the shrubs and the 
Japanese Silver Grass.  I’m quite liking the new look 
and am looking forward to how things will evolve 
over the winter,- what will work better and perhaps 
what won’t, and how different next year will be. 
Did you make any changes in your yard this year?  
Changes perhaps dictated by the dry summer and 
water restrictions, or perhaps a wind storm that 
knocked over trees or fences?  Please let me know 
and we’ll share your story. 

~By Cheryl Fiddis 
•  

Gladiolus, Gladiola!  
For your late summer/early Fall garden, nothing 
looks more elegant than graceful gladiolus.  Ancient 
Romans named this plant with the Latin word for 
‘sword’ due to its spike-like leaves.  Fast forward to 
today and this former ‘flower of the gladiators’ has 
become one of the most popular garden plants.  Easy 
to grow, and with more than 10,000 colorful varieties 
available, ‘glads’ are a cheerful addition to any 
garden and look amazing as a cut flower in a tall 
vase.  Popular in Fall Fairs due to their late bloom, 
these long lasting gladiolas often steal the show. 
Glads require fertile, well-drained soil and thrive in 
full sun or partial shade.  Grown from corms, the 
larger the corms, generally the larger the plant.  
Usually they flower 8 – 10 weeks after planting, so 
plant during early May to late June.  There are also 

early and late blooming varieties as well, so keep this 
in mind when planning. 
When glads bloom, the bottom flowers open first and 
then work their way to the top.  For cut flowers, snip 
them when the lowest blossoms begin to show color.  
Remember to choose a very tall vase when bringing 
your cut flowers inside, otherwise they could topple 
over. 
For storage until the next year, carefully lift the 
corms, shake off the soil, and allow to dry by keeping 
and storing them in a warm location over the winter.  
When separating the corms, save only the firm ones 
for planting the following year. 
One of my favorite flowers, I just may plant some in 
my newly changed garden space next year! 

 
        ~ taken at Heritage Village in Burnaby 

!
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Burnaby Rhododendron and Gardens Society 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING – September 2, 2015 

Discovery Room, Burnaby Village Museum!

1. Welcome and call meeting to order at 7:05 pm.   
   
2.  Adoption of June 3, 2015 Minutes  
Motion to accept the June minutes was made by Bev 
Glover and seconded by Therese Pope.  All were in 
favor.  Reminder:  meeting minutes are posted on the 
BRAGS’ website which is updated by David Forsyth.  
Wendy thanked David for his ongoing, diligent work on 
the website. 
 
3.  Outstanding Business from the Minutes 
Wendy thanked Bev Glover for hosting the BRAGS pot-
luck picnic on June 14.  It was a beautiful day and all 
who attended enjoyed good company, good food, a 
rousing game of croquet and showing off their hats. 
 
4. Treasurer’s Report   
Susan Brandl reported that there was $8465.06 in the 
chequing account as of September 1, 2015. It was 
moved by Therese Pope and seconded by June Dodson 
that her report be accepted as read.  All were in favour.  
Susan asked members to be thinking about making 
donations as funds are available. 
 
5.  Correspondence – Wendy Thompson 
No correspondence other than bank statements. 
 
6.  Standing Committee Reports 
a)  Rhodo Festival – June Dodson  
Susan Brandl asked if there had been any feedback 
from Burnaby on the 2015 Rhodofest.  Verna Adamson 
was not present, however, June Dodson said that she 
had not received anything. 
 
b)  Welcome/Attendance – Anne Forsyth 
Anne reported that there were 13 members present.   
 
c)  Memberships – Anne Forsyth 
Nothing to report. 
 

d)  Speakers/Program – Bev Glover 
Bev reported that Egan Davis will be speaking at the 
October meeting about his trip to the Strandzha 
Mountain Region in Turkey and Bulgaria.  Strandzha is 
an oak and beech forest with a Rhododendron 
understory.  Mr. Davis is an excellent speaker.  He 
teaches horticulture in botanical gardens, college and 
university setting, and he brings passion and infectious 
enthusiasm for gardening to his teaching. Members were 
encouraged to bring their friends as this should be a very 
interesting presentation.  
 
7.  New/Other Business 
a)  Wendy mentioned that the next Customer 
Appreciation Day at Gardenworks is Sep 17; be sure to 
take your membership to receive the discounts.   
b)  June Dodson will be away for the October meeting.  
Bev Glover volunteered to make the coffee. 
 
8.  Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 pm.   
 
After refreshments, David Forsyth showed photos of club 
members' gardens which generated discussion. 
!
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      Welcome November!            

 Sedum:Autumn Joy! 
Botanical Name:   
Sedum Autumn Joy or Sedum Herbstfreude 
For the late Fall garden, this popular succulent is the 
perfect perennial plant to bring an evolving burst of 
color to a waning garden, with blooms lasting right 
up until the first frost.   
The pale greenish-white broccoli shaped flower 
heads first make their appearance mid-summer.  As 
summer moves into Fall, the small star-shaped 
flowers transform into a warm light pink.  By the 
time September rolls around and the temperatures 
begin to drop, this light pink deepens to a salmon 
pink, then further into a copper red, then deep red and 
finally mahogany.  Spectacular! 
Autumn Joy is virtually pest and disease resistant and 
is easily cared for.  Although preferring a sunny well 
drained location, this hardy plant will grow in just 
about any kind of soil and also will tolerate some 
shade.  I’ve noticed plantings in Burnaby under large 
cedar trees doing very well.  Additionally, these 
plants do well in pots which can easily be moved 
around the garden as the Fall weather arrives.  Just 
ensure the pots have drainage holes, and are raised 
off the ground during the freezing weather.  An 
added bonus:  Autumn Joy will attract bees and 
butterflies to your garden, when there is little else 
remaining to attract them. 
 

                         
 

 If you have ever have something interesting to share, 
from right here at home or from a trip taken afar, 
please share with us!  We welcome your input. 

Send to Cheryl Fiddis @ ecfiddis@telus.net 

                     
                   

       The December AGM… 
Yes, our December meeting will soon be here and not 
only do we celebrate the start of the Christmas 
season, we also hold our Annual General Meeting. 
While no positions are up for election this year, now 
is the ideal time for anyone to step up if they would 
like to assist or learn about one of the positions or 
join one of the committees.  Committees that could 
always use an extra hand are:  the Rhodo Festival, 
Plant Sale, Refreshments, Welcome Desk & Raffle, 
Speakers and the Newsletter.  Please speak to one of 
the existing executive or committee chairs if you 
have questions or if you would like to become more 
involved next year.  What a great way to start the 
year taking on something new! 
Your President Wendy Thompson would like to say 
thank you to everyone who filled a role once again 
over the past year, and to those who have agreed to 
stay on, and to the members who volunteered when 
asked.  We wouldn’t have a BRAGS without all of 
you!   Kudos!  And Thank You to Wendy as well! 

          Speaker Program 2016  
Members are invited to email their suggestions for 
the Speaker Program 2016 to Bev Glover at 
bglover@telus.net.   Suggestions may include a topic 
of interest, a speaker of interest or a speaker and topic 
previously booked considered worthy of repeating.   
Think outside the box and let’s see if we can arrange 
something different for 2016! 
Speakers not only keep our meetings interesting, but 
also attract new members. 

!
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Burnaby Rhododendron and Gardens Society 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING – October 7, 2015 

Discovery Room, Burnaby Village Museum 
!

1.Welcome and call meeting to order at 7:05 pm.   
   
2.  Adoption of September 2, 2015 Minutes  
Motion to accept September minutes was made by 
Keith Harris; seconded by Don Wrigley.  All were 
in favor.  Reminder:  meeting minutes are posted on 
the BRAGS’ website and is updated by David 
Forsyth. 
 
3.  Outstanding Business from the Minutes 
a)  Suggestions for donations from BRAGS: 

1. Cheryl Fiddis recommended the Wildlife 
Rescue. 

2. Susan Brandl suggested the B.C. Council 
of Gardens Club – a scholarship. 

3.  Wendy Thompson will follow up with 
the University Highlands Community 
Gardens regarding their planting request 
and our previous year’s donation. 

At November’s meeting a decision will be made 
regarding the above suggestions on how to spend 
this year’s money. 
 
4. Treasurer’s Report   
Susan Brandl provided the following financial 
report for September: 
Total revenue = $8,465.76; expenses = $63.98; 
revenue over expenses = ($63.28).  Bank balance as 
of September 30 = $8,401.78.  Motion to accept the 
above report was made by Susan and Cheryl Fiddis 
seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
5.  Correspondence – Wendy Thompson - Some 
bank statements. 
 
6. Standing Committee Reports 
a)  Rhodo Festival – Verna Adamson - Nil. 
 
b)  Welcome/Attendance – Cheryl Fiddis 
Cheryl reported that there were 22 members + 3 
guests in attendance.   
 

c)  Memberships – Anne Forsyth - No new 
memberships.   
 
d)  Speakers/Program – Bev Glover 
Bev reported that November’s speaker is Brian 
Campbell and he will present on “Beekeeping and 
the Decline of Bees”.   From January onwards there 
are no speakers scheduled as yet.  Please contact 
Bev with suggestions.   
 
7.  New/Other Business 
a)   University Highlands Community Gardening 
Group – Wendy will follow up with this group 
regarding the funds they received from BRAGS in 
March 2014.  Bev recommended that BRAGS 
should receive recognition for the donation with a 
notation on the school’s website.  Wendy will 
request that they provide a follow up report. 
b)  Recently Wendy experienced an issue at 
Gardenworks where they had no record of BRAGS 
receiving a 10% discount at their store.  Following 
discussion, some members suggested giving your 
phone number for a discount should solve the 
problem! 
c)  John Crawford enquired as to the end result of 
the neglected rhododendron gardens on Burnaby 
Mountain.  Wendy promised to follow up with 
Barry Jones. 
d)  Joan Conklin suggested that BRAGS could 
approach schools via a letter to promote available 
funding from BRAGS for gardening projects.  Also 
BRAGS could contact Burnaby Food First.   
 
Meeting was adjourned and David Forsyth 
presented a taped gardening show from the BBC.  
Egan Davis was the scheduled speaker, however, he 
was absent from this meeting. 



!

   Let’s Welcome December!  

           
They do say that time flies faster as we get older, and 
it certainly does seem to be true as here we are again 
at the end of another year.  Imagine!  It only seems a 
short while ago that we experienced record heat, 
record sunshine hours, and a record lack of rainfall, 
resulting in water rationing measures not seen in 
years.  As I write this newsletter the weather forecast 
is predicting over 100 mm of rain over the next few 
days…isn’t it a shame we couldn’t adjust our rainfall 
and choose exactly when we’d like to have it, and 
how much at a time?  Oh well, - that’s one thing 
about living in a city with four defined seasons, - 
always something different and always something to 
look forward to, even if it is rainy days that often 
come too many in a row. 
However, don’t worry.  The way time moves along, 
soon it will be January and the days will once again 
be getting longer, and we’ll be planning our spring 
gardens!  If those wee hummingbirds are optimistic 
enough to stay all winter, we can manage it as well.  
After all, I’m sure Spring is just around the corner!                

         

                                 
                   
!!!!!!!The!December!AGM…!
Yes, our December meeting is almost here and it’s 
time to celebrate the start of the Christmas season, 
and to also hold our Annual General Meeting. 
While no positions are up for election this year, 
please speak to one of the existing executive or 
committee chairs if you would like to become more 
involved next year.  And don’t worry if you are 
unable to commit on a full-time basis, - whenever 
you can help is welcome and appreciated! 
           

       A November Visit to Catalina Island… 
 
    A recent trip to Calalina Island, located off the 
coast of Southern California, included a visit to the 
Wrigley Memorial & Botanic Garden.  A short stroll 
from the city of Avalon made for a nice walk on a  
picture perfect warm and sunny Fall day.    

 
THE MONUMENT 
The Wrigley Memorial honors the memory of 
William Wrigley Jr., who lived from 1861 to 1932. 
Although best known as the founder of the Wm. 
Wrigley Jr. Company, largest manufacturer of 
chewing gum in the world, he also played an 
instrumental role in the history of Santa Catalina 
Island. He truly loved the island, and with undying 
enthusiasm and energy, he brought numerous 
improvements: public utilities, new steamships, a 
hotel, the Casino building, and extensive plantings of 
trees, shrubs and flowers. William Wrigley Jr.'s 
greatest legacy was his remarkable vision and plan 
for the future of Santa Catalina Island -- that it 
remain protected for all generations to enjoy. 
 
With its commanding view of Avalon Bay, the 
Wrigley Memorial was built in 1933-34, and is the 
centerpiece of the Botanic Garden. 
 
The goal in building the Wrigley Memorial was to 
use as much Catalina materials as possible. Quarried 
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1.Welcome and call meeting to order at 7:05 pm.   
   
2.  Adoption of October 7, 2015 Minutes  
Motion to accept October minutes was made by Keith 
Harris; seconded by Don Wrigley.  All were in favor.  
Reminder:  meeting minutes are posted on the BRAGS 
website and is updated by David Forsyth. 
 
3.  Outstanding Business from the Minutes 
a)  University Highlands School & Community 
Garden Report 
A very thorough report was presented by Wendy 
Thompson.  BRAGS donated $350.00 to this school in 
March 2015.  A breakdown of their funding 
expenditures was included in their report.   
 
b)  Suggestions for donations from BRAGS 
The following recommendations were given: the BC 
Council of Garden Clubs Scholarship Fund; Wildlife 
Rescue; Burnaby Food First and University Highlands 
School & Community Garden.  Decision on this item 
will be deferred.   
 
c)  Rhododendron garden near Horizon’s 
Restaurant 
Wendy Thompson has received no further information 
from Barry Jones. 
 
4. Treasurer’s Report   
Susan Brandl provided the following financial report 
for October: 
Total revenue = $0.72; expenses = $48.76; revenue 
over expenses = ($48.04).  Bank balance as of October 
31 = $8,353.74.  Motion to accept the above report was 
made by Susan and Verna Adamson seconded.  All 
were in favor. 
 
5.  Correspondence – Wendy Thompson - Nil. 
 

6. Standing Committee Reports 
 
a)  Rhodo Festival – Verna Adamson  
Verna will be attending a meeting soon. 
 
b)  Plant Sale – David Forsyth - Nil. 
 
c)  Welcome/Attendance – Evelyn Crawford 
Evelyn reported that there were 18 members + 2 guests 
in attendance.   
 
d)  Memberships – Anne Forsyth  
Anne reminded that it is time to pay your 2016 
membership dues. 
 
e)  Speakers/Program – Bev Glover 
Bev reported that speakers for January to March have 
not been confirmed yet.  Thank you to the members 
that provided suggestions for speakers.  Tentative 
upcoming topics are:  January – Water Management; 
February – Soil Basics; March – Crows – Their Habitat 
and Environmental Value. 
Bev reported that the following gardening events will 
be taking place: 
February 17 – 21, 2016 – PNWFS Seattle Flower 
Show; February 17 – 21, 2016 – BC Home & Garden 
Show; 
March 16 – 20, 2016 – San Francisco Flower Show; 
March 21 – April 17, 2016 – VCBF Cherry Blossom 
Festival. 
 
7.  New/Other Business 
a)  On October 24th Keith Harris attended meeting at 
the BC Council of Garden Clubs.  He prepared a 
detailed report for members to read.   
 
b)  December 2nd BRAGS meeting – will be the AGM 
and Christmas Pot Luck.  Please bring your favorite 
“finger” food to share with others.  Guests are 
welcome at the Christmas pot luck.  
 
Meeting was adjourned and Brian Campbell presented 
on “Bees – Conserving Pollinators”. 
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        Happy New Year!  

         2016 is Here! 
A web search for ‘winter quotes’ brought up a wide 
range of sayings and quotes.  Here’s a few I thought 
you would all enjoy as we head into January. 
“How many lessons of faith and beauty we should 
lose, if there were no winter in our year!”  
~Thomas Wentworth Higginson, 1861    
"January!is!the!quietest!month!in!the!garden.!!!But!
just!because!it!looks!quiet!doesn't!mean!that!
nothing!is!happening.!!The!soil,!open!to!the sky, 
absorbs the pure rainfall while microorganisms 
convert tilled-under fodder into usable nutrients for 
the next crop of plants.  The feasting earthworms 
tunnel along, aerating the soil and preparing it to 
welcome the seeds and bare roots to come." 
-  Rosalie Muller Wright, 1/99!

  "From December to March, there are for many of us 
three gardens - the garden outdoors, the garden of 
pots and bowls in the house, and the garden of the 
mind's eye." 
- Katherine S. White  

"If we had no winter, the spring would not be so 
pleasant." 
-  Anne Bradstreet  

"How can those who do not garden, who have no lot 
in the great fraternity of those who watch the 
changing year as it affects the earth and its growth, 
how can they keep warm their hearts in winter?" 
-  Francis King  

“Winter is on my head, but eternal spring is in my 
heart.” 
 ~Victor Hugo     

"Every gardener knows that under the cloak of winter 
lies a miracle ... a seed waiting to sprout, a bulb 
opening to the light, a bud straining to unfurl.  And 
the anticipation nurtures our dream." 
-  Barbara Winkler 

"There are two seasonal diversions that can ease the 
bite of any winter.  One is the January thaw.  The 
other is the seed catalogues." 
-  Hal Borland 

“One kind word can warm three winter months.” 
~Japanese Proverb 
“Winter is the season in which people try to keep the 
house as warm as it was in the summer, when they 
complained about the heat.”  
~Author Unknown 
 
”It is said that in a certain faraway land the cold is so 
intense that words freeze as soon as they are uttered, 
and after some time thaw and become audible, so that 
words spoken in winter go unheard until the next 
summer.”  
~Author Unknown    
 
"Nature has undoubtedly mastered the art of winter 
gardening and even the most experienced gardener 
can learn from the unrestrained beauty around them." 
-  Vincent A. Simeone    
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Burnaby Rhododendron and Gardens Society 
MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – December 2, 2015 

Discovery Room, Burnaby Village Museum !

1.##Welcome#and#call#meeting#to#order#
Wendy!Thompson,!President,!called!the!meeting!to!
order!at!7:05!
!
2.##Confirmation#of#Quorum##
!Wendy!confirmed!that!at!least!five!members!in!good!
standing!were!present!constituting!a!quorum.!
!!!
3.##Minutes#from#December#3,#2014#Annual#General#
Meeting!!!
Motion!to!adopt!the!minutes!as!posted!on!the!website!
was!made!by!Cheryl!Fiddis!and!seconded!by!Bev!
Glover.!!All!were!in!favor.!!!
!
4.##Financial#Report##
Oct#31,#2015#Year#End!L!Treasurer,!Susan!Brandl,!
presented!this!report!which!was!made!available!to!
review.!!Motion!to!accept!was!made!by!June!Dodson!
and!seconded!by!Faye!Kilpatrick.!!All!were!in!favor.!!!
!
5.##Budget#for#2016#
Treasurer,!Susan!Brandl!presented!the!proposed!2016!
budget.!!This!is!a!guideline!document.!!Copies!of!the!
proposed!budget!were!available!to!review.!!Motion!to!
accept!it!was!made!by!Susan!and!seconded!by!Verna!
Adamson.!!All!were!in!favor.!!!
 
6. President’s Year End Report 
Wendy Thompson read her year-end report which will be 
posted on the BRAGS website appended to the minutes 
and financial reports.  
 
5.  Nominations 
No nominations were to be accepted from this meeting 
and the following is the incoming Executive:  President – 
Wendy Thompson; Vice President – Bev Glover; 
Secretary – Linda Cholette; Treasurer – Susan Brandl.  
Directors are:  Publicity – Evelyn Crawford; 
Rhododendron Festival -- Verna Adamson & June 
Dodson; Plant Sale Coordinator -- Vacant; Membership – 
Anne Forsyth. Non elected positions are: Welcome & 
Raffle – Faye Kilpatrick; Speakers – Bev Glover; Website 
– David Forsyth; Refreshment Coordinator – June 
Dodson;  Newsletter -- Cheryl Fiddis; Nominations (3 
positions) - Judy Wellington, Verna Adamson & Vacant; 
BC Garden Club Representative -- Keith Harris.  Motion 
to adopt the nominated Executive for the 2016 year was 
made by Cheryl Fiddis and Don Wrigley seconded.  All 
were in favor.  Motion to accept the non-elected 

(appointed members) for the 2016 year was made by 
Verna Adamson and seconded by Keith Harris.  All were 
in favour.   
 
The positions were all filled by the previous incumbents, 
however, this does not mean there are no opportunities to 
take on a position (i.e. a volunteer is needed to coordinate 
the Plant Sale). Wendy asked members who are interested 
in becoming more involved to come forward.   
 
6.  Other Business 
a) Keith Harris offered thanks to the Executive and to all 
the non-elected members who keep the club going. 
b) Bev Glover said that the speaker for the February 
meeting is willing to bring a load of soil amender in 30 
litre bags that he is selling for $6/bag.  Orders will be 
collected at the January meeting for payment and pickup 
at the February meeting. 
 
7.  Next Annual General Meeting 
The next AGM will be on Wednesday, December 7, 2016 
 
8.  Adjournment 
Wendy!called!for!the!meeting!to!be!adjourned!at!7:25!
pm!
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'
It#has#been#my#honour#to#serve#as#your#president#for#the#past#year.##'Thank#you#to#our#Executive#Committee,#
standing#committee#members#and#all#those#who#contribute#in#so#many#ways#to#BRAGS.#We#have#had#another#
successful#year!#
#
Special#thanks#to#Bev#Glover#for#coordinating#the#2015#guest#speakers#and#for#filling#in#for#me#when#I#
was#away.#The#variety#of#topics#and#the#knowledge#the#speakers#shared#with#us#were#most#
interesting.#
#
Thanks#to#Anne#Forsyth#for#coordinating#the#annual#plant#sale#which#we#held#again#in#conjunction#with#the#
Rhododendron#Festival,#and#to#all#of#you#who#donated#plants#and#your#time#to#make#this#a#successful#event.##
The#funds#we#raised#go#toward#our#expenses,#namely#guest#speakers#and#community#donations.#
'
Thanks#to#Verna#Adamson#and#June#Dodson,#for#continuing#to##coordinate#the#annual#Rhodofest#with#the#City#
of#Burnaby.#We#had#an#outstanding#group#of#volunteers#who#worked#hard#on#both#the#RhodoFest#and#Plant#
Sale.#We#kept#the#format#of#two#closing#times#which#worked#out#well#thanks#to#the#excellent#organizing#skills#of#
Verna#and#June.##Thank#you#to#everyone#for#your#time,#commitment#and#dedication#to#this#event.##I#enjoyed#it#
very##much#and#hope#that#you#did#too!##
#
Special#thanks#to#David#Forsyth#for#his#undying#commitment#to#our#website#and#email#communications,#Cheryl#
Fiddis,#the#tireless#editor#of#our#interesting#and#informative#newsletter,#Evelyn#Crawford#for#publicity,#Keith#
Harris#for#attending#the#BCCGC#meetings,#June#Dodson#for#organizing##the#refreshments#for#a#second#year,#and#
to#all#of#you#who#contributed#goodies#throughout#the#year.##I'd#also#like#to#thank#our#Treasurer,#Susan#Brandl,#
and#Secretary,#Linda#Cholette,#for#doing#a#great#job#for#many#years,#and#for#agreeing#to#continue#in#their#
positions.#
#
In#June,#we#had#a#fabulous#potUluck#summer#picnic#in#the#lovely#garden#of#Bev#and#Bill#Glover.##The#weather#
was#perfect#and#we#dressed#for#the#theme#of#pseudo#Ascot.##Bev#had#great#prizes#and#we#all#left#with#a#lovely#
little#Santolina##plant.###
#
Our##donation#to#the#community#for#2015#was#$350#to#the#University#Highland#Community#Garden#at#SFU#to#
help#with#their#environmental#and#gardening#projects.##We#will#vote#on#two#more#donations#for#which#we#have#
already#budgeted,#early#in#2016.#
#
Our#thanks#go#to#the#City#of#Burnaby#for#supporting#BRAGS#by#providing#the#use#of#the#Discovery#Room#
for#our#monthly#meetings#and#for#the#successful#partnership#collaborating#on#the#RhodoFestival.#
#
We#will#soon#be#into#active#planning#for#the#28th#Annual#RhodoFestival#on#May#1,#2016.##Please#bring#ideas#and#
your#support#to#our#planning#committee#as#they#work#with#the#City#to#bring#Burnaby#
another#successful#Rhodofest.#
#
Thanks#again#for#your#support.##I'm#looking#forward#to#another#great##year#with#BRAGS!#
#
Respectfully#Submitted#
Wendy#Thompson#
President#






