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From the President . . .

My Favorite Plant, today . . .

Well, after 6 months of looking, I still don’t have a house. This is
partly because I’m affronted at the thought of plunking down
three quarters of a million dollars for a teardown on a piece of
land the size of a handkerchief, but it’s also partly because I’ve
been looking at properties with my gardener’s blinders on. I don’t
need a huge acreage; in fact, I don’t really have time for a regular
size garden, but I do insist on at least a little bit of dirt to play in.
To be honest, I don’t really care about the house at all. I’ve run
straight through a house without so much as a glance at the
wallpaper because I spied a pond in the backyard and I’ve fallen
for moldy shacks with great yards, insisting that the house has
“possibilities”. I’ve also walked away from gorgeous homes that
have nothing out back except a three-car garage. You do have
to wonder what we’re doing to the world when people proudly
display a backyard completely concreted over – it’s low maintenance, we’re assured – or the realtor describes an oblong of
asphalt behind the house as a tennis court instead of an eyesore.

is a species rather than just one plant and includes many tasty
morsels - Creme Brulee, Marmalade, Peach Flambe and Lime
Rickey to name a few - mmmm. These are all names of newer
cultivars of Heucheras, commonly called Coral Bells. If you used
to grow Coral Bells, don’t tune out now - these new cultivars are
nothing like their older relatives and every garden has a spot for
at least one.

Dave Hutch, our speaker for April, pointed out just a few of the
ways we as gardeners can positively affect our surroundings: by
choosing permeable pathways instead of concrete, for example,
by thinking about how much fossil fuel some high maintenance
garden regimes require, or by developing the middle and high
canopy as well as the ground level. More and more we’ll be
hearing about the good we can do even if we don’t want to ‘go
native’ or want an easy-care yard, just by the simple act of
providing green spaces in our increasingly urban environment.
We’re also becoming more aware of the effect of development on
the watershed and how our little bits of yard can help control runoff. Burnaby has lots of interesting projects involving gardens
and the environment that we’ll be hearing about over the coming
months and we may want to support some of them. Now that we
see how good we are for the planet in addition to the benefits of
being physically active, well, it’s doubly virtuous to be a gardener.
So, another pat on the back for us all, and yes, another plant
(or two)
Susan Brandl

Heucheras are grown primarily for their foliage and the new
cultivars are designed to dazzle. The bright chartreuse leaf of
‘Lime Rickey’ will light up any shady corner, while the rich gold,
red, plum and peach tones of ‘Peach Flambé’ literally glows
when the spring sun shines on it. ‘Obsidian’ has leaves that are
almost black, but a satiny surface makes it anything but dull.
There are dozens of cultivars available and the Internet is a great
place to view photos of them - try www.terranovanurseries.com
or www.perennials.com for a wide selection. Today, my true
favorite has to be ‘Peach Flambe’ as it has drawn me to it all
winter with its warm blend of colours and with its new spring
foliage it is now even better.
Some of the cultivars have lovely flowers as well. In the spring,
flower stalks rise about 12-18 inches above the foliage. Tiny
bells hang from the tip of the flower stalk, usually ranging in
colours from white to cream through pinks to red. These flowers
attract butterflies, bees and sometimes hummingbirds. Some
cultivars have flowers that are not so nice, and these can easily
be removed.
Although all cultivars do best in rich, moist, well-drained soil, it is
important to check the label when buying a Heuchera. Some
cultivars prefer full sun, while others do better in part sun or some
just prefer morning sun. Site it in the wrong location and the
plant will not perform to its potential. They also do very well in
pots, either alone or tucked in with other plants.
A lot of gardeners have been turned off Heucheras as,
depending upon their vigor, after a couple of years they will
develop a woody stem and not look as appealing. To keep the
plant looking fresh it is important to replant them when this
happens. In early autumn, lift the entire clump, break off one of
the stems, remove the old larger leaves leaving only the top
fresher looking ones and then replant it burying the stem right up
to the leaves. Roots will develop off the woody stem and in early
spring you should have lots of fresh looking foliage starting to
grow. Of course each mature clump will yield more than one
woody stem allowing you to increase the stock of your favorite
Heuchera – and don’t forget the Plant Sale.
Diane Allison
To the left: Heuchera ‘Peach Flambe’

Plant Sale 2007 ~~
We did ourselves proud!
Spring’s cold wet weather was no match for the
enthusiasm and resolve demonstrated by our Plant Sale
volunteers! Before sale day, through rain and even
sometimes hail, we potted up and cared for a wonderful
array of plants, generously donated by our members. The
Burnaby Centennial Rhododendron, again this year’s
‘featured’ plant, continued to be a big hit at our sale this
year…people ran to snatch them up! Thanks to Lois
Brown for making this possible.
The Burnaby Village Museum continues to be the perfect
spot for our popular annual fundraiser and over the last
few years we have gained the support of a large, also
enthusiastic customer following. Even though we did have
some ‘liquid sunshine’ on the day of our sale, the people
still came out and we sold more than 1,200 plants to the
delight of very happy shoppers; with few plants left
unsold.
This year saw the largest volunteer turnout, the most donor
garden digs (as we often waited for our weather to cooperate) and a wonderful willingness by our volunteers to
be available ‘on call’ for whatever was needed to make
this event come together.
BRAGS continues to grow both in membership and also
has expanded its interests to include most aspects of
garden plantings, landscape concepts and environmentally
sound gardening practices. Our Spring Plant Sale has also
grown and evolved over it’s 6 years of existence and is a
true reflection of our members’ varied botanical
endeavours.
Support from a variety of community organizations is also
integrally very important to the success of our sale, each
playing a different part and making our event
‘extraordinary’. Tim’s Community Cruiser attended,
providing free coffee and Timbits~~ a very much enjoyed
and welcomed new “treat” this year for everyone! A
special mention of thanks also to the Rhododendron
Festival present and past Committees, who have
provided Rhodo T-Shirts for our Sale volunteers
to wear~~ a very nice ‘gift’ for our volunteers’
for their hard work the day of the sale and also
a great way to promote the Rhododendron
Festival coming up on May 6th.

PLANT SALE THANK YOU’S . . .
. . . to all who helped in so many ways:
supplying pots and bags, donating plants,
volunteer diggers, driving/delivering plants to
the sale, setting up tables and tents, working
the sale, distributing posters…and some doing
all of the above!
Diane Allison
Lily Auyeung
Peter Barnsdale
Bev Birce
Ona Bogdanski
Susan Brandl
Lois Brown
Linda Cholette
Lori Chong
Sherrie Clement
Lorraine Dowdall
Dale Fitzpatrick
Anne Forsyth
David Forsyth
Doreen Harold
Keith Harris
Peter & Judith Hollick
Arlene Hrastnik
Carolyn Juhl
Faye Kilpatrick
Maureen Lakness

Rimka Laman
Heather Mackay
Marla Magarrell
Joy Makepeace-Smith
Lindsey McCann
Doug McDougall
Jeanne & David Mitchell
Gina Ng
Therese Pope
Coni & Brian O’Neill
Pat & Dave Raleigh
Sandy Richmond
Tina Sherwood
Wendy Snyder
Debbie Vallee
Helen Vaughan
Jackie Walker
Judy Wellington
Steve Wong
Don Wrigley

Mark your calendars for next year’s
sale…we’re booked ~~April 20, 2008 !
~Susan McDougall

April 22nd afforded us another tremendously
fun and successful Plant Sale. We all should
pat ourselves on the back…!
Thanks to everyone who participated. ~Susan McDougall

Garden Reno by Ayuko Inoue, our May speaker

BRAGS’ Year
at a Glance
May 2, 2007
Ayuko Inoue
Gardens by Design
May 6, 2007
Rhododendron Festival
June 6, 2007 Meeting*
Cliff Thorbes – Art in the Garden
July, 2007
Garden Tour
August, 2007
Picnic
September 5, 2007 Meeting*
Slide Show: Burnaby Garden Tour
October 3, 2007 Meeting*
Barbara Fairclough:
Ornamental Grasses in the Landscape
November 7, 2007 Meeting*
Randy Solomon:
Attracting Birds to the Garden
December 5, 2007 Meeting*
Agenda to be announced

Our March Speaker
Ayuko Inoue
Ayuko came to Vancouver in 1982 via
London, England where she lived for 7
years. After working as a Market Analyst
in the shipping and commodity industries,
she went back to London to study garden
design.
When she returned to Vancouver, she
started her garden design company,
Gardens by Design, offering both design
and installation. During the 15 years of
operating her company, she designed
gardens all over the Lower Mainland,
Sunshine Coast, and Calgary. Ayuko is
also a Master Gardener at VanDusen
Botanical Garden and teaches garden
design courses at VanDusen and North
Shore Continuing Education.

*Meetings: 7:00 pm
Burnaby Village Museum
(Discovery Room)
6501 Deer Lake Avenue

Carl Linnaeus – Father of Taxonomy

The credit for establishing our current method of naming plants goes to Carl
Linnaeus, a Swedish medical doctor and botanist born in May 1707 - 300 years ago!
Until he perfected a binomial (double name) system of classifying, ranking and
naming all living things, there was little agreement among scientists regarding
plant names, leading to confusion when discussing them or describing their
medicinal uses. In essence, Linnaeus chose one word such as Rhododendron or
Canis for a genus and a two-word name for an individual species – Rhododendron
ponticum or Canis familiaris (dog).
While the idea of using two names to refer to plants and animals was not new,
Linnaeus seriously undertook the project of grouping organisms according to
specific characteristics, studying specimens from Europe and around the world. He
first published Systema Naturae in 1935 as a slim pamphlet but continued to modify
and add to it over the years until it became a multivolume work with about 7,700
species of plants and 4,400 species of animals.
Systema Naturae has been accepted by international agreement as the official
starting point for naming all living things. These names can be used anywhere in
the world without translation although even today, individual species are subject
to name changes as new information is scrutinized.
So, Happy Birthday Carl – and thank you for your dedication and love of plants!
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