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Welcome March!

cleanup, - and will be shared with others. If you are
able to volunteer a few hours, please sign up at the
March or April meetings or contact Verna Adamson
at 604-544-4006, or by email at!v_adamson@shaw.ca
or June Dodson at 604-939-2597, or by email at
junedodson@shaw.ca.”

A Message from your Plant Sale Team:

Burnaby & Spring =
Rhododendrons!
It’s not too early to start thinking about our
Rhododendron Festival! Your committee, Verna
Adamson and June Dodson, are well ahead with their
plans leading up to May 3rd, but your commitment to
help is once again needed. This is a festival that
could not happen without all of our dedicated
volunteers! And that’s YOU!

A Message from your Rhodofest Team:

!

“The 27th annual Rhododendron Festival will be held
on Sunday, May 3, 2015. Rhodofest is a fun, familyoriented event held at the Shadbolt Centre and Deer
Lake Park in Burnaby. The Festival offers many
information booths, vendors and entertainment for
the enjoyment of the whole family. We are once
more contributing by running our combined Silent
Auction and Plant Sale. Part proceeds of these two
events will be awarded to worthy environmental and
community projects in Burnaby. We need volunteers
leading up to the event, the day before the event, and
it will be all hands on deck on the day of the Festival.
The tasks required are diverse: distributing posters,
picking up and organizing plants, skirting tables,
directing traffic, cashiering, answering questions,

“The BRAGS Plant Sale is back again and we need
your help to make it a success. If you or someone
you know are able to donate any healthy, noninvasive plants, let us know! Any donation would be
much appreciated.
The wish list is available at:
http://brags.ca/forms_files/plantsale2007a.pdf or
contact us if you would prefer a copy by mail. In
addition to the wish list, please consider donating
healthy indoor plants as well.
Please let us know:
- How many plants you are donating, so we can
estimate how much space we need.
- Plant name (common or Latin names), to make sure
that we have the picture of each plant during the sale.
- If you need help with digging plants, pots or soil, or
help with transferring the plants.
- If you have any extra 1-gal or 2-gal pots and/or
trays, please bring them with you to the April
meeting to share with other members who may need
them for their own donations.
-We want to avoid using plastic knives to avoid
waste. Please write the plant name directly on the pot,
or use masking tape or sticky labels just before you
drop off the plants at the Shadbolt Centre. This
labeling ahead of time will help reduce the amount of
work to be done by volunteers the day before the
festival. It is difficult to sell “Unknown” plants!
If you are able to help in any way with the Plant Sale,
please contact:
David Forsyth or Anne Forsyth @ 604-298-6350 or
email David @ drforsyth@telus.net, or Anne @
amforsyth@telus.net.”
Thank you advance for volunteering at our festival!
!

whether it is a living hedge, or a decorative fence, - be
creative! Who knows, someone from down south might
walk by one day and take a picture of your garden.
~by Cheryl Fiddis

A “Living” Fence…

Often these days, the value of a ‘living fence’ is not
always considered when planning a property fence.
But a living fence can create a striking backdrop for
other landscaping, plus additionally hide unsightly
views such as roadways, create privacy, provide wind
or sun protection, as well as visually improving the
definition of the borders of your property.
The key to planting the right hedge is making the
right choices in choosing plants. Careful
consideration will be needed when choosing from
deciduous shrubs, evergreens, or flowering shrubs, being especially mindful of potential height, both for
future pruning and possible blocking of sun or a
view.
Prior to choosing your hedge, it’s a good idea to
scout out the hedges in your neighbourhood, even
watching to see various hedges in different seasons.
There are a few large hedges in my neighbourhood
that require continual pruning, likely not something
that was considered by the homeowners at the time of
planting long ago. One laurel hedge grows so
quickly it requires pruning prior to the owners
frequent vacations, just so an eye out can be kept on
the home during their absence. This hedge is
currently in the process of coming down, a massive
task to say the least.
When on vacation, I always enjoy a walk through
different neighbourhoods, and checking out the
gardens and their hardscape. Of course sunnier
destinations offer a range of options that are not
suitable for our environment, but it is fun to dream.
So whatever kind of hedge you are dreaming of,

The above picture shows a lovely Bougainvillea, popular
in warmer climes. The picture below shows what would
have been a plain concrete wall surrounding a house in
Palm Springs. I’m sure many people passing by take a
second look, especially when the Roadrunner doesn’t
run!

☺We love to have members share their ‘secrets’
and garden/nature thoughts. If you have something
interesting to share, from right here at home or a trip
taken afar, please share with us! Or perhaps you have an
idea for a future article…
Send to Cheryl Fiddis @ ecfiddis@telus.net

BRAGS Membership
If you haven’t done so yet, please visit Anne at the
membership desk to pay your 2015 dues or to join up –
still only $12 per year. Members share various gardening
interests and enjoy monthly guest speakers, plus are
entitled to discounts of regularly priced items at
GardenWorks and other garden centres, simply by
presenting their membership cards. Meetings start at 7
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pm at the Burnaby Village Museum, - Main Building, 2nd floor. Easy to get
to with ample parking and refreshments are served! All are welcome! Please
join us!

Upcoming Meetings
March 4, 2015
Chris Jennings will give us our March presentation. Many of you will know
Chris from the Rhododendron Festival and the Shade Gardens Society.
Come and learn what you can do with the shady areas in your garden. Be
sure to bring your questions for Chris!

April 1, 2015
Karen June Myskiw will talk on “Habitat Gardens for Butterflies, Birds,
Bees”. Karen is a designer and educator whose passions integrate practices
of ecological gardening, preparing local foods, art-making, global travel and
writing.
Jardins Designs is her consulting practice with a focus on the seamless
integration of indoor and outdoor living rooms to create an atmosphere of
wellness.

May 6, 2015
Gary Lewis, - of Phoenix Perennials will give a talk:
“Hot New Plants: Cutting Edge Plants for Cutting Edge Gardens”.
Don’t miss this special evening, and be sure to invite your garden friends and
neighbours!
If you have any suggestions for future speakers, Bev Glover would love to
hear from you!

Rhodofest 2015! Sunday May 3rd!
Mark the date! Your Rhodofest team is be counting on you to volunteer to
make this another successful year!

BRAGS Picnic Sunday, June 14th 2015!
Save the date! Thanks to Bev Glover who has offered to host our potluck
picnic at her home and garden, 1:00 – 5:00. The theme is Welcome To
Summer! Address and more details will follow closer to the date.

Out & About Etc…
Customer Appreciation Day, March 19, 2015
Be sure to mark the date for GardenWorks 15% savings all day.
Time to plan for Spring!

