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Desert News

!

Once again I spent early spring down south enjoying
the dry heat and brilliant sunshine that only the desert
can bring. The contrast between here and there never
fails to surprise me, despite my many years of
visiting. This year the daily headlines in California
was the drought. In their 4th year of severe drought
conditions, and with no way of knowing how long it
will continue, the State of California is calling for
drastic measures to further cut down on water
consumption. During my stay, the Governor of
California introduced a mandate for a further 25
percent reduction for the upcoming year, this on top
of previous reductions for the state. The daily paper
advised of options and solutions to help with this
reduction, mostly focused on the removal of lawn
areas throughout the desert cities. Boulevards were
being stripped of lawn areas and replaced with dryscape and native plantings. Grants are available to
homeowners to remove lawns and do the same, if
they have not already done so. Golf courses, some of
which utilize reclaimed or ‘gray’ water and some of
which use well water, are under fire and trying to
justify their green existence with the tourist trade
they welcome. Many of the courses have reduced
watering earlier this year, as have many housing
complexes throughout the cities. Homeowners look
for ways to save water in their homes, from placing
buckets in showers, to not flushing toilets as often.
Fines have been introduced to target wayward
sprinkler systems that cover sidewalks and roadways.
Desalination options are being explored on the coast.
Most water supplies will run dry by 2016.
Fast forward to our arrival home to Burnaby…to the
lush green lawns and abundance of water-guzzling
gardens and trees. And to an abundance of water,
which, while we are conscious of, we use merrily and
generously, without much of a thought that this could

change one day.
Perhaps the time to introduce water saving measures,
is before it gets crucial and before climate change
affects us all.
Perhaps there is a lesson to be learned here from our
neighbours down south.
~ by Cheryl Fiddis

And on a cheerier note,
local ‘wildlife’ from the desert…

Hopefully we will have more member stories to share
next month.
If you have something interesting to share, from right
here at home or a trip taken afar, please share with
us! Don’t be shy! Send to Cheryl Fiddis @
ecfiddis@telus.net

2015 Rhodofest Wrap-Up!

The 2015 Rhodofestival was another immense
success, thanks to the dedicated work of our
volunteer team, and a bonus spring day with sunshine
and warmth. A big THANKS to everyone for your
valuable time put in to this community event! Our
BRAGS banner was displayed in the Atrium hanging
on the Spring Bouquet Contest table, plus an
abundance of literature promoting BRAGS was
available and was very inviting. Our guest speaker
for May was also publicized, resulting in increased
attendance in guests.
The 2 auction times of 12 noon and 2 pm worked
very well. It split up the rush into smaller very
manageable closings. People were very receptive to
the 2 auction times and many positive comments
were given to our team overall for our dedication,
knowledge, and customer service.
Bids on the hanging baskets and larger showy plants
were very strong. The increased signage for the
cashiers was a big improvement and the line-ups
moved quickly for both the plant sale and the auction.
The spring bouquet contest was well received, with 9
beautiful entries. The winning bouquet is pictured
below.
Thanks to everyone who picked up plants and
delivered them to the Shadbolt Centre! Happy
Gardening and we’ll see you again next year!
~ Verna and June
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~ Photos by Keith, June & Wendy

BRAGS Membership
Please visit Anne at the membership desk to pay your
2015 dues or to join up – still only $12 per year.
Members share various gardening interests and enjoy
monthly guest speakers, plus are entitled to discounts of
regularly priced items at GardenWorks and other garden
centres, simply by presenting their membership cards.
Monthly meetings (excepting July & August) start at 7
pm at the Burnaby Village Museum, - Main Building, up
on the 2nd floor. Easy to get to with ample free parking
and refreshments are served! Please join us if you are
looking to join a local garden club and meet and make
new friends!
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Upcoming Meetings/Events
June 3, 2015
Marilyn Holt will give a presentation on “Herbs, - Culinary, Medicinal &
Cosmetic”. Find out what to do with your herbs!
BRAGS now takes a break over the summer…see you at the September 2nd
meeting!

September 2, 2015
As per usual, our September meeting will be an interactive, social meeting,
with members sharing their successful (and not so successful) growing tales
of their summer gardens. If you have bounty to share, please bring it along.
And be sure to take pictures over the summer to share at the meeting!

BRAGS Picnic Sunday, June 14th 2015! 1:00 – 5:00!
Our kick off summer pot luck on June 14th, falls on the first day of Royal
Ascot Week, London. Our hosts Bill & Bev Glover invite all members and
significant others to join them in their themed BBQ pot-luck, “Pretend Ascot
- A tribute to the royal games of horses”. They plan a rousing game of
“polo”, as well as humane society friendly “find the foxes”!! Contest door
prizes this year will go to best fascinator, top hat or parasols. No Royals will
attend so dress code is casual. The horses will be less than blue blood also.
The food?? Oh, do bring some! Dishes & pre-heaters provided. Have we
peaked your interest? RSVP bglover@telus.net, or call Bev if you need
further information @ 604-540-2883.
Address Info: 8627 – 12 Ave., Burnaby. Exit 37 of Hwy 1, up Cariboo Rd,
left @ Armstrong, left @ Langley. OR take 10 Ave to Crest Plaza, hang left
at Langley St, left @ 12th. White house with red shutters & balloons.
Thank you Bev and Bill for hosting our annual picnic this year!
Come join us as we welcome summer!

Out & About Etc…
GW Customer Appreciation Day, June 18, 2015
Be sure to mark the date for GardenWorks 15% savings all day.
Don’t forget your membership card to get your discount!

