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with variations in height, spread, color, size of
flower, bloom time, and type of bloom. There are
also hardy garden mums and non-hardy florist or
show mums. Some of the most common types of
blooms are:
•
•
•
•

•
•

Someone asked me the other day what my favorite
season was, and I hesitated, but only because every
one of our four seasons have their pros and cons.
The person who asked me said Fall was their favorite
for two reasons, - the fresh air, and especially for the
fabulous colors that we see.
For me, I do love our seasons almost equally, but I
must agree that Fall has the loveliest colors of all.
The brilliant oranges, from bright to burnt, and the
most beautiful shades of brown. All we have to do is
think of our Fall flowers, - in particular, those
dependable Chrysanthemums that show up in
abundance everywhere late September. Amazing!
And of course the pumpkins! Brilliant!
So, what do you know about Chrysanthemums? A
quick google search disclosed a wealth of
information. Here’s a recap for you.
Chrysanthemums are sometimes called mums or
chrysanths, and are flowering plants of the genus
Chrysanthemum in the family Asteraceae. They are
native to Asia and northeastern Europe. Most species
originate from East Asia and the center of diversity is
in China. Countless horticultural varieties and
cultivars exist. Many varieties are available and there
are literally hundreds of types of chrysanthemums –

•
•

Single: Long, daisy-like petals
Decorative: Large with many rows of petals,
often with petals curling toward the center
Cushion: Aptly named for its medium-sized,
cushion-shaped blossom
Anemone: Cushion-shaped, but with the
center covered by shorter petals of a darker
color
Pompon: Small, firm globe of tight petals
(tiny ones are called “buttons”)
Quill: Tube-shaped petals that are long and
straight
Spider: Long tube-shaped petals with curved
ends
Spoon: Flatter blossom with rows of spoonshaped petals.

Growing Conditions for Garden Mums
•
•

•
•

Light: Full early sun, at least 5-6 hours daily.
Location: Chrysanthemums are susceptible to
mildew, so keeping the plants dry is a
priority. They need plenty of air circulation,
water drainage, and morning sun to dry the
dew on the leaves and stems. Don’t plant in
low-lying, wet, compacted, or boxed-in areas
with little air circulation. Chrysanthemum
blooming occurs in response to shortening
days and longer nights, so avoid planting near
streetlights or other nighttime light sources.
Soil requirements: Fertile, well-drained,
sandy or loamy soil with a pH around 6.5.
Fertilization: Chrysanthemums are pretty
tough and can thrive on their own, but they
benefit from light and frequent feeding with a
balanced fertilizer during the growing season.

For many of us, just picking up a few pots of
Chrysanthemums does the trick for that splash of Fall
color, and they can also easily be tucked into the bare
spots that may remain in your summer garden. I think
I’m heading down to my local garden centre right
now! See you there!

their presence. This trap is also very easy to clean, and
actually looks good hanging up!
I’ll certainly be putting it out earlier next year, and
apparently if you are lucky enough to attract the queen
wasp, you’ve pretty well wiped out the chance of a
colony. Bring the BBQ on!
~Cheryl

If you have anything to share, - stories or pictures,
that you think our BRAGS members might enjoy,
please send them on! We’d love to see them!
Send to Cheryl Fiddis @ ecfiddis@telus.net

A Wasp Trap That Works!
Help Wanted! Welcome Desk
While I can’t say I have a serious wasp issue in my
garden and around the house, I’m sure we all agree
that wasps and yellow jackets can be very
troublesome and annoying in the summer months.
Whether you are hosting a picnic or a BBQ, you can
be sure these fellows will soon arrive.
I had watched an online video a few months ago,
where a fellow had a very severe problem on his
property, and offered solutions. One solution, was a
wasp trap that is available locally, (but NOT designed
for a serious problem, for which of course you may
need to seek professional help), - and I found it at
Lowe’s for under $10. Filled with sugar water and a
small bit of meat, all non-toxic, -and hung off a patio
flower box, the results were immediate. I found I
needed to empty and replenish it approximately every
5 days, and each time it would have in excess of 20
dead wasps, plus some bonus flies.
In a few weeks, you can do the math as to how many
we caught, - we started to see a noticeable decline in

We are looking for someone to take over the Welcome
Desk duties so that Janet can ‘retire’. It’s an easy, fun
job, and requires little time, except at the beginning of
each meeting. Just one requirement: A smile!
If you can fill this position, please see Wendy!

BRAGS Membership
Still only $12 per year, BRAGS members share various
gardening interests and enjoy monthly guest speakers,
plus are entitled to discounts of regularly priced items at
GardenWorks and other garden centres, simply by
presenting their membership cards. Monthly meetings
(excepting July & August) start at 7 pm at the Burnaby
Village Museum, - Main Building, up on the 2nd floor.
Easy to get to with ample free parking and refreshments
are served! Please join us!
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Upcoming Meetings
Events/Club News
October 3, 2018 Meeting
“Photographing Flowers” with Ron Long
POSTPONED Joe Ronsley with “An Enhanced Woodland”

November 7, 2018 Meeting
Long time member and friend to many of us, Margot Moser will give
a presentation on “Hellebores”. We hope to see you at this meeting,
as well as past members who may wish to say hello to Margot who
comes all the way ‘across the pond’ to visit us!

December 5, 2018 Meeting
Save the date! This meeting will consist of our AGM, and our annual
Christmas ‘pot luck’ social. Please bring your favorite dish to share,
and a friend or significant other, and enjoy an evening with your
garden friends to start the festive season!

Out & About Etc…
Gardenworks Customer Appreciation Days
October 18th, November 15th, December 20th 2018
Be sure to mark the dates for 15% savings all day.

A plump little hummer sitting on the clothes line…
“Farewell summer…see you all next spring!”
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~ by Cheryl

